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ABSTRACT 

The study examined the assumption of Herman and 

Chomskyls (1988) propaganda model that the U.S. media is 

supportive of the U.S. political elites. Structural 

dependencies delineated by Herman and Chomsky, the 

interdependent small group structure of the U.S. mass 

media and political elites and the presence of an anti- 

communism ideology, directed the research questions and 

hypotheses. 

A content analysis of The New York Times coverage 

of the Soviet intervention in and withdrawal from 

Afghanistan was conducted. The major elements involved in 

the issue were defined as either threatening or non- 

threatening to the U.S. political elites. The tone of 

portrayal and the themes characterizing these elements 

were assessed. The time frame for the study was the 

eleven year period between 1979-1989. The post-1985 

period has seen a relaxation of tensions between the 

Soviet Union and the U.S. Thus, the study assessed 

whether this factor was reflected in the tone and the 
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viii 

themes characterizing the news coverage of the threatening 

elements. 

Overall, the study found support for the 

propaganda modells prediction that news coverage of issues 

would be dependent on the implications they contain for 

the political elites. News coverage was favorable to 

elements defined as non-threatening to the political 

elites and unfavorable to the elements defined as 

threatening to the political elites. The elements defined 

as threatening to the U.S. political elites were portrayed 

more favorably after 1985. This shift in the news 

coverage is attributed to the change in the implications 

these elements have for the political elites after 1985. 



Chapter 1 

INTRODUCTION 

Perceptions of socio-political reality are greatly 

influenced by the news media. The development of 

independent and unmanipulated cognitions demands that the 

news media present a pluralism of viewpoints and ideas. 

In a democratic society where the media are privately 

controlled and formal censorship is absent, the news media 

are expected to communicate a diversity of contrasting 

opinions. The free press, according to the democratic 

assumption, provides a forum for a variety of competing 

perspectives. 

The significance of providing competing 

perspectives may be even more pronounced in the 

dissemination of foreign affairs. Lacking personal 

contact with foreign events, the U.S. public is largely 

dependent on the news media's presentation of world 

events. Thus, news coverage of foreign affairs may 

influence the development of public agendas. As Zuckerts 

research (1978, p. 227) indicates the less direct exposure 

1 
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people have with a given issue, the more they will rely on 

news media for information and interpretation. 

The news media are important institutions that 

perform a surveillance function for the U.S. political 

system. Davison (1974, p. 174) argues that in foreign 

policy issues the media contribute to international 

agreement by illuminating the issues under negotiation, 

help ensure intra-governmental coordination, link 

government with interested publics, and provide 

supplementary channels for diplomacy. Cohen (1963) states 

that in foreign affairs the news media act as observers 

(they search for and present foreign news), as 

participants (they contribute to the policy makers and 

vice-versa), and as catalysts (they encourage the public's 

use of the information that makes an impact on foreign 

news coverage). These three roles define the media's 

contribution to the foreign policy making process. 

However, critics such as Herman and Chomsky (1988) 

argue that the flow of foreign information is inhibited by 

specific boundaries within which the "freen media of the 

United States function. These boundaries are created by 

the political and social culture, and are not ordinarily 

recognized or experienced as being oppressive. These 
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boundaries define the ideological assumptions of viewing 

reality for the mass audience. By influencing journalistic 

processes, these boundaries lead to an inhibition of 

meaningful diversity of opinion (Herman, 1985). Thus, 

these boundaries that exist to benefit a minority group - 
the media and the policy-making elites, limit social and 

political knowledge, limit perspectives for the audience, 

and in the process constrain democratic process. 

This study investigated whether the news media 

serve the needs of democracy by presenting a diversity of 

opinions or limit the appearance of opinions that would 

impair the interests of the media-policy making elites. 

It examined through a content analysis of The New York 

Times1 coverage of the Soviet invasion of and withdrawal 

from Afghanistan (1979-1989). The study focused mainly on 

the tone and the thematic emphasis of the newspaper 

coverage of the Afghanistan issue. The study also 

examined the prominence attributed to the historical 

context preceding the Soviet intervention and the news 

sources used in the news coverage. 

The 11 year period from 1979-1989 has seen changes 

in U.S.-Soviet relations. There has been an easing of 

tensions between the two super powers, and a warmer 
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relationship has developed in the post-1985 period. 

Consequently, the study also assessed whether the improved 

relationship between the the U.S. and the Soviet Union is 

reflected in the newspaper coverage. More specifically 

the study questioned whether there are any positive 

changes in the tone and the thematic emphasis of the 

newspaper coverage of the ~fghanistan issue in the post- 

1985 period. 



Chapter 2 

FOREIGN NEWS PATTERNS: 

THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA-POLICY MAKING ELITES 

Critics have subjected the roles of the media as 

observers, participants, or catalysts in foreign news 

coverage, to a two-pronged analysis. One set of 

criticisms focuses on the nature of foreign news. First 

of all, the bulk of foreign news originates from the 

states where U.S. cultural ties or diplomatic interests 

are strongest (Paletz & Entman, 1981). Semmel (1976) 

analyzed the total editorial print content of four 

newspapers (The New York Times, Chicaqo Tribune, Miami 

Herald, and the Los Anaeles Times) in 1974. While the 

entire proportion of foreign news items ranged from 47 to 

67%, Semmel found that only 15 % of international stories 

referred to the 67 nations of the third world. Semmel 

concluded that "the foreign news attention pattern of each 

daily is similar: each pay far greater attention to 

countries which are economically affluent, politically 

powerful and culturally similar to the United StatesM (p. 

36). 
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Second, there are differences in the kind of news 

from different geographical areas. Hester (1978), in an 

analysis of evening newscasts over a 5 year period from 

1972-1976, found that only news originating from Western 

Europe showed much variety in subject matter. While 

nearly half of the African news covered one area, military 

defense (47.7%), more than half of Latin American news 

covered crime-justice-terrorism (26%) or disasters 

(24.3%) . 

A content analysis of eight U.S. newspapers by W. 

James Potter (1987) investigated whether the type of news 

content in the U.S. press changed over time. Eight 

newspapers were selected for the study and ten randomly 

selected weekdays were chosen for each of the following 

years: 1913, 1933, 1963, and 1983. He concluded that the 

news coverage about the Third World is much more likely to 

be sensational in nature, while the coverage of Western 

events is more likely to display a balance between 

government stories and sensational stories. 

These criticisms are traced to several factors. 

First, the limitations that are placed by media deadlines 

and fast breaking news stories place time limitations on 

news coverage. Second, knowledge or the unfamiliarity 
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with language and culture in foreign lands is a limiting 

factor. Third, correspondents stationed abroad are few 

and have to deal with poor communication and 

transportation facilities. Fourth, stories may have to be 

edited or chosen to fit the limited foreign news slot. 

Thus, due to these limiting factors it can be argued that 

the media inform public opinion, however imperfectly, and 

thereby democratize foreign policy making (Paletz & 

Entman, 1981) . 

However, Almond's (1950) structural analysis of 

the public's attitudes towards foreign policy dispels the 

democratic myth that the general population is informed, 

or is able to be continuously active in policy making. He 

suggests that four groups are present in the policy-making 

process: 'Ithe general publicn a group with a variety of 

interests; "the attentive public1' the informed and the 

interested group; "policy and opinion elitesu those who 

mobilize elites and the public; and "the elite 

formationsv legal or official policy leadership. 

According to Almond, an individual's role in foreign 

policy is largely a function of one's position in these 

groups. He argues that the remoteness and the complexity 

of foreign issues has increased the decision-making power 

of the elites in foreign policy issues. 



Thus, the arguments of the central role of the 

government in foreign policy decisions and of the media in 

covering these decisions pose a disturbing question of 

whether news coverage of foreign issues fall into 

consistent patterns. This raises a second set of 

criticisms which state that foreign news coverage usually 

follows or reinforces U.S. government foreign policy. 

Critics argue that in matters of foreign policy, media and 

policy elites tend to agree on goals and only occasionally 

disagree on tactics (Paletz & Entman, 1981). 

On foreign policy, the mass media tend to speak 
in a monolithic voice, to report a narrow 
perspective, to. limit rather than expand public 
knowledge of alternative possibilities. The 
consequences: the mass media are conduits of 
elite's visions of America's overseas interests 
in all but the most exceptional circumstances 
(Paletz & Entman, 1981, p. 215). 

Larson's (1986) study of U.S. television network 

news coverage of Iran between 1972-1981, including the 

444-day crisis involving U.S. hostages in Teheran, finds 

support for the proposition that U.S. foreign policy and 

media coverage are closely related. Larson's (1986) study 

suggests that both the amount of coverage given to Iran 

during the 1972-1978 period and the nature of the coverage 

predominantly reflected the activities of the White House, 

State Department, and other U.S. policy officials during 

this period. 
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An extens ive  and i n  depth examination of t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  mass media e l i tes  and t h e  po l i cy  

making e l i tes  by Herman and Chomsky (1988) a t t e n p t s  t o  

provide an answer t o  t h e  ques t ion  of why media coverage of 

fo re ign  i s s u e s  f a l l  i n t o  c o n s i s t e n t  p a t t e r n s .  The 

propaganda model developed by Herman and Chomsky (1988) 

proposes t h a t  t h e  " s o c i e t a l  purposeff of t h e  media is  t o  

i n c u l c a t e  and defend t h e  economic, s o c i a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  

agenda of t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  groups t h a t  dominate t h e  domestic 

s o c i e t y  and s t a t e  (p. 298).  

Herman and Chomsky (1988) d e l i n e a t e  t h e  presence 

of cooperat ion between t h e  smal l  group of media-policy 

making e l i tes  f o s t e r e d  by mutual i n t e r e s t  and s i m i l a r  

goa ls .  A s  Herman and Chomsky (1988) p o i n t  ou t ,  resources  

and power a r e  concentra ted wi th in  t h i s  small  group of 

media and p o l i t i c a l  el i tes.  This  small  group s h a r e s  a 

s i m i l a r  goa l  motivated through mutual i n t e r e s t ,  which is 

t h e  maintenance of t h e  p re sen t  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  a l lows  both 

t o  func t ion  p r o f i t a b l y ,  and t h e r e f o r e  f avo r s  coopera t ion .  

Herman and Chomsky (1988, p. 298) s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  

suppor t ive  func t ion  of t h e  media can be  s t u d i e d  through 

many ways: t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of t o p i c s ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  
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concerns, framing of issues, filtering of information, 

emphasis and tone, and by keeping debate within the bonds 

of acceptable premises. The patterns of media 

presentations can be understood, and sometimes with 

striking clarity and insight, by analyzing them in terms 

of the structural properties of the mass media, 

particularly the interconnectedness of the mass media 

organizations and their ties to business and government 

(Herman, 1985, p. 137, Herman & Chomsky, 1988, p. 11). 

The propaganda model provides a description of the 

forces that compel the mass media to support government 

and dominant class interests. Herman and Chomsky (1988, 

p. 2) describe a set of five filters that influence news 

coverage : 

First, the size, concentrated ownership, owner 

wealth, and profit orientation of the dominant mass-media 

firms is a powerful filter that affects news choices. 

Also, the common interests shared by the mass media firms 

with other major corporations and the government is an 

underlying factor promoting media-political elite 

cooperation. 
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Second, advertising is a primary source of revenue 

for most mass media. Advertising bestows a competitive 

advantage to media which accept it. However, this factor 

inhibits the subsistence of media that depend on revenue 

from sales alone. Since the advertiser's choices 

influence media survival the media productions are 

targeted toward audiences with buying power, rather than 

the mass audience. 

Third, the media rely on information provided by a 

small group comprising the government, business, and 

"experts." The dependency of the media on the information 

provided by this small group of elites, is promoted by 

weconomic necessity,I1 the media's need for a steady, 

easily accessible, and reliable flow of information, and a 

"reciprocity of interest1' that underlies the existent 

cooperation between the media-political elites. Thus, the 

news sources are a powerful filter that affects the 

democratic access to media representation. 

Fourth, llflak,'l defined as negative responses that 

are organized by powerful forces or by individuals or 

groups, is used as a means of disciplining the media. 

Flak is costly and threatening to the media and affects 

news presentations. 
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Fifth, 'lanticommunismtl as a national religion and 

control mechanism is a potent filter that influences media 

presentations. This ideology provides the elite choices 

and media presentations with strategies of dealing with 

what are perceived as threatening or conflicting issues. 

These Itnews filtersu through which the news 

material must pass, determine the parameters of media 

choices and presentations. Rather than focusing on 

individual episodes of conflict in the media-elite 

relations, the propaganda model addresses the main drift 

of cooperation present in the media-elite relations. 

The impact of news filters of the propaganda model 

is supported by observations that the media often treat 

similar events differently, depending upon their political 

implications for U.S. interests. The expressed policy of 

the United States government towards events, explicated 

through news releases, press conferences, and so forth, 

guides the news treatment of these issues and explains the 

differences in media approach and presentation (Herman, 

1985, p. 136). 

Underlying the propaganda framework is the 

assumption that the interconnectedness of these news 
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filters is likely to produce a predictable tlreadingtt of 

events and that the media will periodically serve the 

"national interestm (Herman, 1985, p. 137). The 

propaganda framework hypothesizes that when situations 

arise in which "pointsw may be scored against "enemyl1 

countries or threatening ideas, the mass media will 

frequently be active in ltpublicity campaignsm of great 

intensity and passion. Conversely, when very similar 

events occur in friendly countries, the media will show 

recognition of the special circumstances involved and will 

pursue a policy of benign neglect (Herman, 1985, p. 138). 

Thus, the central theme of the propaganda model is 

that the observable pattern of indignant mass media 

campaigns and suppressions, of shading and emphasis, and 

of selection of context, premises, and general agenda is 

highly functional for established power and responsive to 

the needs of the government and major power groups (Herman 

t Chomsky, 1988, p. xv). 

Coserts (1956) theory of the functions of social 

conflict provides a comprehensive interpretation of the 

existing media-political elite cooperation identified by 

the propaganda model. Coserls (1956) social conflict 

theory focuses on the functional aspects of social 



14 

conflict, which provides for an increase rather than a 

decrease in the adaptation or adjustment of particular 

social relationships or groups. The group structure and 

the nature of the conflict defines the intensity of 

cohesiveness present in the system. A small group 

structure with a high degree of involvement promotes 

cooperation (Coser, 1956). As the conflict theory 

proposes, a perceived threat from the environment or a 

conflict with the environment heightens the internal 

cohesion and cooperation of the system. The threat from 

the environment umobilizes the group's defenses among 

which is the reaffirmation of their value system against 

the outside enemyu (Coser, 1956, p. 90). 

The mass media: a small qroup infrastructure 

Herman and Chomsky (1988) assert that the size, 

ownership, and profit orientation of the mass media 

indicate that the media resources and power are 

concentrated within a small group of dominant media 

elites. There are 1,700 daily newspapers, 11,000 

magazines, 9,000 radio and 1,000 television stations, 

2,500 book publishers, and 7 movie studios (Bagdikian, 

1990). According to Bagdikianfs (1990) calculations, if 

each of these were operated by a different owner there 

would be 25,000 individual media voices in the country 

guaranteeing a full spectrum of political and social ideas 
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distributed to the population. Fifty corporations, 

however, own most of the output of daily newspapers, 

magazines, broadcasting, books and movies. This 

constitutes what Bagdikian (1990) labels as a new "private 

ministry of information and cultureM (p. 11) . 

The diversification into different types of media 

and the geographic spread of corporate ownership have 

produced a situation where relatively few corporations 

dominate the major media. These corporations make up the 

top tier of media companies in the United States. It is 

this top tier, along with the government sources and the 

four major wire services (Associated Press, United Press 

International, Reuters, Agence-France-Presse), that 

defines the news agenda and supplies much of the national 

and international news to the lower tiers of the media, 

and ultimately to the general public (Herman & Chomsky, 

1988, p. 4-5). These few dominant firms generally 

establish the nature of any market in determining pricing 

and distribution, in promotion, in obtaining sympathetic 

government policies, in increasing their control of 

product beyond consumer choice, and in overwhelming or 

preventing new competition (Bagdikian, 1990, p. 19). 
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Centralization within the top tier has 

substantially increased and intensified in recent years as 

"media stocks have become market favoritesvt (Herman & 

Chomsky, 1988, p. 7). The tremendous growth of media 

concentration began at least two decades ago, spurred by 

the pattern set elsewhere in the economy (Rothmyer, 1985). 

Narrow control has advanced rapidly and as Bagdikian 

(1990) states, if mergers, acquisitions, and takeovers 

continue at the present rate "it is quite possible . . . 
that by the 1990ts a half dozen corporations will own all 

the most powerful media outlets in the U.S." (p. 4). 

Bagdikian's (1990) prediction is based on the 

extraordinary changes that have taken place during recent 

years. For example, 80% of the daily newspapers in the 

U.S. were independently owned during 1945. By 1989, 

however, the proportion was reversed: now 80% are owned by 

corporate chains. In 1981 20 corporations controlled most 

of the businesses of the country's 11,000 magazines; 7 

years later the number has been reduced to three 

corporations (Bagdikian, 1990). 

These dominant media companies are controlled by 

wealthy people and are profit-seeking corporations. Most 

of the people who run the media corporations are motivated 

by traditional U.S. values: individualism, free 
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enterprise, competitiveness, and materialism (Paletz & 

Entman, 1981, p. 10). These media corporations have 

striking similarity in private political and economic 

goals (Bagdikian, 1990); they prop up capitalism; and thus 

help preserve the legitimacy of America's political, 

economic, and social system (Paletz & Entman, 1981). 

The motive for the media acquisition is fueled by 

the simple desire of money and influence. For example, 

U.S. newspapers are the most profitable of all major 

industries in the U.S. (Bagdikian, 1973) and the median 

profit for publicly held newspaper groups in 1980 was 

about twice that of the largest publicly owned 

manufacturing businesses (Compaine, Sterling, Guback, 

Noble, Jr., 1982). The prospect of either buying now or 

selling later, or of making enough frightening noises to 

make a company buy out one's interest at a premium - a 

practice commonly known as greenmail - has been enough to 
lure many players into the game (Rothmyer, 1985, p. 40). 

The assumption that high profits will flow back 

into the media to increase journalistic quality applies 

only to a few exceptions. Few corporations can resist the 

spectacular profits that can be made by cutting quality 

and raising prices and with the growth of chains, high 
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profits are usually used to produce a favorable stock 

market position so that the parent company can acquire 

properties elsewhere (Bagdikian, 1973, 1990). Critics, 

taking into consideration the huge amount of debt involved 

in most media purchases have predicted major cutbacks, 

which may result in lower quality media content and a 

reduction of the diversity of voices speaking to the 

public in matters of local and national concerns 

(Bagdikian, 1973, 1990 & Rothmyer, 1985). An analysis of 

the newspaper coverage of four presidential elections 

during the years 1960-1972, found that the vast majority 

of chain owned newspapers exhibited homogenous endorsement 

patterns of the presidential candidates (Wackman, Gillmor, 

Gaziano, & Dennis, 1975). 

The current media selling and buying activity 

cannot be studied apart from the industry's relationship 

with the government. The media industry's lobbying 

campaign, aided by a cover of media non coverage, has 

resulted in the issue of media concentration being held in 

suspension (Barnett, 1973). One major element has been 

the deregulation activity of the Federal Communications 

Commission. Tracing 30 years of the FCC's role in 

breaking up media concentration, and newspaper-television 

combinations in particular, Barnett (1973) labels the 
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process as the "FCC's non battle against media monopolyw 

(p. 43). Since the Reagan administration came into power, 

the FCC not only has voted to permit greater concentration 

of ownership but also speeded up its processes of requests 

for license transfers (Rothmyer, 1985). The greater 

profitability of the media has been accelerated by the 

loosening of rules limiting media concentration and 

control by non media corporations (Herman & Chomsky, 

1988). 

The claim that concentrated ownerships can resist 

attacks from the government on the freedom of information 

can be true. However, ironically, chain ownership makes 

the media more beholden to the government (Bagdikian, 

1973). The media's technical, legal dependencies for 

government licenses and franchises can be used to 

discipline the media. The media protect themselves from 

this threat by the cultivation of political relationships 

(Herman & Chomsky, 1988, p. 13). The history of the 

relationship between the government and the media 

corporations has also been more of accommodation rather 

than confrontation. Nixon and Reagan, during their terms 

as president, supported corporate concentration and 

increased profit-taking in the media. While in office 

President Reagan received an immense volume of uncritical 
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coverage by the Washington news corps (Bagdikian, 1990). 

Essentially, the small group of media elites share 

similar goals with the political elites motivated through 

mutual interest. The goal motivated through mutual 

interest, which is the maintenance of the present group 

structure that allows both to function profitably, favors 

cooperation between the media-political elites. However, 

it cannot be doubted that even though the mass media are a 

system that have been reduced to a small number of closed 

corporations, there is still a healthy flow of varied news 

and ideas. But, as Bagdikian (1990, p. 22) stated, 

There are also limits, limits that do not exist 
in most other democratic countries with private 
enterprise media. The limits are felt on open 
discussion of the system that supports giantism 
in corporate life and of other values that have 
been enshrined under an inaccurate label-free 
enterprise. 

The enemy: as perceived bv the media-political elite 

groups 

Coser (1956) points out that small groups search 

incessantly for an enemy, since the group's cohesion 

and existence depends on the existence of such an 

enemy. As Coser (1956, p. 105) stated "the group's 

search for enemies is aimed not at obtaining results 
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for its members, but merely at maintaining its own 

structure as a growing concern.## A continued conflict 

with the enemy is an essential condition for the 

survival of small groups. 

Herman and Chomsky (1988) also present analogous 

arguments when they point out that policies/events that 

are perceived as strengthening/increasing the power of 

the communist systems are seen to contain threatening 

implications for the U.S. media-political elite 

interests. A general ideological consensus in the 

United States that most of the population and its 

leadership share is that of anticommunism. The 

characteristics of Communism constitute an aspect which 

makes exacting demands upon American character and 

values. Every group of any significance feels itself 

threatened by the movement. 

Communism as Herman and Chomsky (1988) state Ithas 

always been the specter haunting property owners, as it 

threatens the very root of their class position and 

superior statust1 (p. 29). Anticommunism is an ideology 

that helps mobilize the populace, serves as a political 

control mechanism, and reaches through the system to 
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exercise a profound influence on the mass media (Herman 

& Chomsky, 1988). 

The media-elite cooperation in this area has 

therefore resulted in a pattern of news coverage that 

constantly focuses on the negative aspects of 

Communism, which in turn influences the public 

perception of the evil enemy. This tactic provides a 

noble ambience to the system's strategy of dealing with 

the conflict and is also effective in raising public 

self-esteem and patriotism (Herman t Chomsky, 1988). 

In spite of the grave danger in viewing 

contemporary world politics too exclusively in terms of 

Soviet-U.S. tensions, the central role of the Soviet 

Union in the U.S. foreign policy decisions cannot be 

doubted. For virtually the whole of its existence the 

Soviet Union has been regarded as an anathema. The 

paranoia about the Soviet Union began with the 

Bolshevik Revolution in October 1917 and has dominated 

Western thinking, education, and even information about 

the Soviet Union since then (Allen, 1987, p.13) . 
Whether in foreign policy or nuclear strategy, the fear 

of Soviet aggression and dominance has largely 

propelled the U.S. into a confrontational stance 



(Hule t t ,  1988). An ideo log ica l  process  t h a t  p r o j e c t s  

t h e  Sovie t  Union a s  t h e  inexorable  enemy, through a 

continuous p re sen ta t ion  of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  has  been a 

s u b t l e  s t r a t e g y .  A r ed  s c a r e  i n  t h e  form of a ItSoviet 

backed i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e r r o r  networkgg has  been promoted 

by t h e  United S t a t e s  government, reaching new he igh t s  

i n  1980-1981 (Herman, 1982, p. 4 7 ) .  

The red  s c a r e ,  termed a s  a "mythg1 (Herman, 1982) ,  

has  been allowed t o  d e f i n e  r e a l i t y  f o r  t h e  genera l  

pub l i c ,  and cont ra ry  opinions  and s e r i o u s  a t t a c k s  on 

t h e  myth have been kept  i n  t h e  background o r  

suppressed. A suppor t ive  mass media coverage of 

fo re ign  i s s u e s  which is h ighly  func t iona l  t o  t h e  needs 

of t h e  government and power groups, has  kept  t h e  red 

s c a r e  myth a l i v e  f o r  t h e  publ ic .  A s  Herman and Chomsky 

s t a t e  (1988, p. xv) 

A cons t an t  focus  on v ic t ims  of communism h e l p s  
convince t h e  p u b l i c  of enemy e v i l  and sets t h e  
s t a g e  f o r  i n t e rven t ion ,  subversion,  support  f o r  
t e r r o r i s t  s t a t e s ,  an endless  arms race ,  and 
m i l i t a r y  c o n f l i c t - a l l  i n  a noble cause. A t  t h e  
same t ime,  t h e  devotion of our  l e a d e r s  and media 
t o  t h i s  narrow set of v ic t ims  r a i s e s  pub l i c  
self-esteem and pa t r io t i sm,  a s  it demonstrates 
t h e  e s s e n t i a l  humanity of country and people. 

Herman and Chomsky (1988) argue t h a t  t h i s  

i deo log ica l  a f f i l i a t i o n  is observable i n  t h e  choice  of 
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news stories and in the volume and quality of coverage. 

Thus, for example, the quantitative and qualitative 

differences in the media coverage of two similar events 

occurring in different regions can be explaines by the 

expressed policy of the U.S. government towards these 

issues. Herman and Chomsky (1988) support this 

proposition with an immense volume of case studies as 

illustrations, a few of which are discussed below. 

In 1975 East Timor was invaded by Indonesia, a 

U.S. ally. During the same year Western forces were 

ousted in Cambodia and the Communist Khmer Rouge assumed 

power. Examining the backgrounds of these two crises, the 

propaganda framework would predict that attention and 

indignation would be displayed in the mass media towards 

the Cambodian issue, while the mass media would tend to 

ignore the Indonesian issue (Herman, 1985). An analysis 

of news stories of state terror and murder in these two 

Asian countries between 1975 and 1984 provides support for 

this proposition. The U.S. government failed to criticize 

the Indonesian invasion of East Timor in 1978 and Herman 

(1985) notes that the quantity of The New York Times 

coverage actually declined as the intensity of the 

Indonesian violence increased. 



In contrast, the Cambodian crisis was prominently 

discussed and criticized by the mass media. Examining the 

volume and intensity of media coverage of the Cambodian 

issue Chomsky and Herman (1979, p. 164) state that 

The Western press since 1975 has poured forth 
reams of denunciations of Cambodia in the most 
strident tones, repeating the most extreme 
denunciation often on flimsy evidence, in 
striking contrast to its behavior elsewhere, as 
in ~imor. 

The New York Times coverage of the 1984 elections 

in El Salvador, sponsored and supported by the U.S. 

government, and in Nicaragua, opposed by the U.S. 

government, reveals interesting findings (Herman, 1985). 

The topical emphases of the news coverage of the El 

Salvadoran elections were predominantly supportive with 

non supportive topics rarely dealt with. There was also a 

heavy reliance on U.S. and Salvadoran officials who 

comprised about 80% of all sources cited. Newspaper 

coverage of the Nicaraguan elections, a non favored state, 

revealed a total reversal of topical emphasis, with non 

supportive topics dominating the news stories. 

This comparison is made more compelling by the 

fact that during the elections human rights conditions 

were less favorable in El Salvador than those prevailing 

in Nicaragua. The propaganda framework would lead to the 
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hypothesis that the mass media would disregard the 

unfavorable human rights condition as irrelevant to the 

elections in El Salvador, but would deal with them 

prominently in the Nicaraguan elections (Herman, 1985). 

In support of this hypothesis the analysis revealed that 

while topics such as limits on the ability of candidates 

to qualify and campaign, limits on free speech and 

assembly, and limits on the freedom of the press present 

during the Nicaraguan elections were dealt with, coverage 

of these topics during the El Salvadoran elections was 

almost nonexistent. 

Herman (1982) cites the cases of news coverage of 

the martial rule in Turkey and Poland as further 

illustration of the propaganda model. The martial-law 

government in Turkey imposed in 1980-1981 had the support 

of the U.S. government; consequently the'mass arrests, 

torture, and executions that accompanied the imposition of 

the martial rule aroused little media attention and 

indignation. In contrast, the case of the martial-law 

government in Poland aroused an immense amount of mass 

media and official attention and criticism. 

Under the same framework Herman and Chomsky (1988, 

p. 37) argue that victimized citizens in "enemy states" 
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will receive government and media attention/support, 

whereas situations of victims in "friendly statesu will be 

treated as unworthy. They present a comparison of the 

mass media's treatment of Jerzy Popieluzko, the Polish 

priest murdered by the Polish police in October 1984, and 

the media's coverage of priests murdered within the sphere 

of the U.S. influence, Latin America in particular. 

The qualitative difference is apparent in 

placement and editorializing of The New York Times 

coverage: 78 articles were devoted to the Popieluzko case, 

while four cases of religious murders elicited a total of 

57 articles. While 10 front page articles covered the 

Popieluzko case, eight front page articles covered the 

total of four Latin American cases. While 16 articles in 

Time and Newsweek examined the Popieluzko murder, a sum of 

10 articles examined the four religious murder cases in 

Latin America. CBS covered the Popieluzko case in 46 news 

programs and the Latin American cases in 37 news programs. 

The higher frequency of coverage given to the Latin 

American cases by CBS is essentially derived from the case 

where four U.S. religious women murdered in El Salvador 

were covered in twenty-two news programs. But, as Herman 

and Chomsky (1988) point out, even the atrocities against 



U.S. citizens fail to elicit attention comparable to that 

accorded to the Popieluzko case. 

Herman (1982) also presents an analysis of The New 

York Times coverage of victimized citizens in the Soviet 

sphere as opposed to those in eight U.S. supported states 

between January 1, 1976 and June 30, 1981. First, the 

frequency of mention of the abused individuals was 

determined, second, the number of times these individuals 

attracted intense coverage was analyzed. Victims in the 

Soviet sphere were mentioned more prominently than the 

victims in the U.S. supported states. The findings also 

indicated that only one of the twenty two cases of intense 

coverage involved an individual from the U.S. supported 

states, the other twenty-one of the twenty-two victims 

were from the Soviet sphere of influence. 

Several other case studies are presented by Herman 

and Chomsky (1988) to illustrate the existence of the 

propaganda framework. Relating to the larger pattern of 

news selection by the mass media, Herman (1982, p. 139) 

states: 

The mass media of the United States are a part 
of the national power structure and they 
therefore reflect its biases and mobilize 
popular opinion to serve its interests. This is 
not accomplished by any conspiratorial plotting 
or explicit censorship-it is built into the 



structure of the system, and flows naturally and 
easily from the assorted ownership, sponsor, 
governmental and other group pressures that set 
limits within which media personnel can operate, 
and from the nature of the sources on which 
media depend for their steady flow of news. 

Focussing on the cooperative relationship that 

exists between the U.S. political and media elites, the 

present study examines a situation that involves a 

communist system and is also perceived to contain 

threatening implications for U.S. interests. The event 

is the Soviet intervention and withdrawal from 

Afghanistan that took place between 1979-1989. The 

study explores the media emphases, through the media 

choices and omissions, in The New York Times coverage 

of the issue. In this context, a quantitative and a 

qualitative analysis of the newspaper coverage of the 

situation was undertaken. Media emphasis was 

determined by isolating the tone, and the themes in the 

newspaper coverage of the conflict situation. 

The enemy: a reassessment of the threat 

The enemy has to be perceived as a continuous 

threat, so that the group may continue to engage in 

conflict. This activity is functional since it enables 

the group to maintain its close knit structure which 
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would probably disintegrate if there were no longer an 

enemy (Coser, 1956) . 

The perceived threat of Communism has undergone 

several dramatic changes during the latter half of the 

1980's; the communist systems are no longer viewed as 

potent threats. The western image of the Soviet Union 

is being revised because of the series of peace 

proposals made since 1985, as well as changes referred 

to as perestroika and glasnost which are taking place 

within the soviet Union (Allen. V. L., 1987). 

The Soviet peace initiatives and the 

democratizing policies of the Soviet government are 

profoundly influencing international relations. Since 

assuming office in 1985 the Soviet Premier Mikhail 

Gorbachev met with President Reagan four times, in 

1985, 1986, 1987, and 1988; and with President Bush in 

1989 (Britannica Book of the Year, 1986, 1987, 1988, 

1989, 1990). Each meeting was accompanied by 

supportive official and media coverage. Moreover, each 

year since 1985 has brought about fundamental shifts in 

the Communist-bloc countries that culminated in 1989. 

Specifically Soviet Union began withdrawing its troops 

from Afghanistan on May 15, 1988, and completed the 
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withdrawal on March 15, 1988, open elections were held 

in the Soviet Union in 1989, the allied states of the 

Soviet Union, Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and East 

Germany, all peacefully established new governments 

with non-Communist themes in 1989 after more than four 

decades of Marxist rule (Encyclopedia Year Book, 1990). 

The force behind these reforms is recognized to be 

Gorbachev, who has received official and media acclaim 

in the U.S. Saluting the statesman Time magazine named 

Mikhail Gorbachev as the ItMan of the Decadett in 

January, 1990. 

These changes thus question the strength of the 

communism versus capitalism ideology. In this context, 

this study questioned whether the improved relations 

between the U.S. and the communist systems were 

reflected in the newspaper coverage of the Afghanistan 

issue. Specifically the study examined whether there 

have been any positive changes in the media coverage 

after 1985. 

Indicator of media-political elite cooperation: News 

sources 

The conflict with Communism by the political 

elites is supported by a cooperative and beneficial 

media coverage, evidenced by media reliance on 



32 

information sources that are supportive of the elite 

interests (Herman & Chomsky, 1988). The government and 

the corporate sectors have the resources to produce 

large volumes of material that meet the demands of news 

organizations. Economic necessity and a reciprocity 

of interest are the major elements that induce a 

symbiotic relationship between the media and the 

powerful sources of information (Herman & Chomsky, 

1988). 

An important reason for the reliance on official 

sources is that the mass media claim to be "objective" 

dispensers of news (Herman & Chomsky, 1988). The 

conventions of objective reporting are closely related 

to the conventions of news sources. Thus "objectivity 

may be seen as a strategic ritual protecting 

newspapermen from the risks of their trade (Tuchman, 

1972, p. 660). Content analysis of the front page 

articles of The New York Times and the Washinston Post 

(Sigal, 1973) finds that numerically, the most 

important sources of information are U.S. officials and 

agencies (46.5%) and foreign officials and agencies 

(27.5%). 
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Sources for foreign news coverage consist mainly 

of Washington officials who comment on or react to news 

abroad. In many foreign countries restrictions on 

travel, censorship, and language barriers are limiting 

factors and therefore sources quoted from foreign 

countries are frequently officials stationed abroad. A 

study by Paletz and Entman (1981) analyzed the coverage 

of the military crisis between the Zaire government and 

the Congo National Liberation Front (FWC) between May 

15 - June 15 in 1978. The content analysis of the 

coverage in the Washinaton Post, San Francisco 

Chronicle, Newsweek, ,and Time revealed that 

U.S./European officials were the primary sources of 

information. In the Washinston Post U.S./European 

officials were quoted or cited 65 times, officials from 

the Zaire government 15 times, and members from the 

FLNC were quoted or cited 6 times. The ratio was 

almost as skewed in the San ~rancisco chronicle. While 

the F W C  was quoted only twice by Newsweek, Time did 

not use the FLNC as a source. 

The inherent danger is that the dependency on 

known sources and channels of information, over a 

period of time, could result in a tendency for the 



reporters to identify with the outlook of the news 

sources with whom they are constantly associated. 

They (reporters) ask questions appropriate to 
their sourcets world. Inasmuch as questions 
contain their own answers, guiding where one may 
look for an answer and thus what one may find, 
these questions may be said to reconstitute not 
only a topic but a world (Tuchman, 1978, p. 
152). 

The present study assessed the use of news sources in 

the coverage of the Afghanistan issue as an index of the 

newspapers support of the media-political elite interests. 

Indicator of media-~olitical elite coo~eration: Historical 

context 

The historical context preceding the Soviet 

intervention of Afghanistan in 1979 is extremely important. 

Afghanistan, a land locked country in Central Asia, has a 

conflict ridden history. The Afghan wars in 1839 and 1879 

were initiated by British invasions in response to the 

threatened expansion of the Russian empire in the region. 

In 1919, the country broke away from British imperialism and 

formed an independent monarchy. An immediate neighbor, the 

Soviet Union has provided military and economic aid to the 

Afghan government since the 1920ts, and has played a large 

role in the country's modernization efforts (Gibson, 1986). 
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However, ever since the monarchy was formed in 1919 

the country has been rocked by frequent internal 

hostilities. Two coups, one in 1973, and the other in 1978, 

preceded the Soviet supported coup in 1979 that replaced 

President Hafizullah Amin with Babrak Karmal. Not many 

Afghan civilians mourned the replacement of Amin since he 

had alienated the citizenry by his brutality and over- 

zealous reforms (~arrison, 1989) . 

News coverage of international crisis events tend to 

be fixated on the crisis situation. It means journalists 

define news from a short-term, anti-historical perspective; 

see individual or group action, not structural or other 

factors at the root of most occurrences; and simplify and 

reduce stories to conventional symbols for easy assimilation 

by audiences (Paletz & Entman, 1981, p. 21). Analyzing the 

television coverage of the Iran hostage cr,isis during the 

period of 1972-1981, Larson (1986, p. 127) noted that 

television news provides episodic accounts, often focussing 

saturation coverage on a "big storyo and resulting in the 

long run, in an ahistorical account. 

Of course an act of a military intervention is 

inexcusable, but the atrocity of the act is heightened when 

it is not presented in a broader framework. As Tuchman 
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(1978) points out news, like knowledge, imposes a frame for 

defining and constructing social reality. But, as ideology, 

journalistic practices of not presenting certain aspects of 

reality, prevents inquiry and understanding, and frames the 

world as is ideologically acceptable (Tuchman, 1978). 

Providing the Soviet intervention with an 

interpretative framework would not serve the purpose of 

emphasizing an aggressive act of the enemy, and thus would 

not serve the interests of the media-political elite group. 

Thus, the Afghanistan issue also provides a distinctive 

opportunity for the present study to examine the prominence 

of news coverage, if any, credited to the historical context 

preceding the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan. 

Thus, an examination of the tone, themes, sources of 

information, and the prominence of the historical context in 

the newspaper coverage of the Afghanistan issue should 

enable the present study to delineate a pattern of news 

communication. Also, investigating the issue in terms of 

the real world changes that have taken place after 1985 

should accentuate the presence of any subtle changes in the 

news pattern. 



Chapter 3 

BOVIET INTERVENTION IN AND WITHDRAWAL FROM AFGHANIBTAN: 

RESEARCH QUEBTIONB AND HYPOTHESES 

An analysis of the U.S. newspaper coverage of the 

Soviet intervention and withdrawal from Afghanistan 

provides a useful case study of U.S. news media coverage 

of a significant international event. The crisis of the 

Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, which began on 

Christmas morning 1979, finally seemed to be resolved with 

the withdrawal of the Soviet troops in 1988. The 11-year 

period of Soviet involvement in Afghanistan also coincided 

with a dynamic restructuring of international relations 

between the two super powers, the soviet union and the 

United States. 

Soviet troops supported the 1979 coup that 

replaced the Afghan President Haffizullah Amin with Babrak 

Karmal. The deployment of Soviet troops on foreign soil 

in central Asia cast shadows on Moscow-Washington 

relations. While the U.S. government charged that the 

Soviet Union was launching an outright invasion of its 

37 
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neighbor, Moscow claimed that it intervened only at the 

request of the Karma1 government under terms of a 20-year 

friendship treaty signed in December 1978. In a move that 

expressed its outrage at the Soviet intervention, the U.S. 

government boycotted the 1980 Moscow summer Olympics, 

initiated a grain embargo, and was not receptive to U.N. 

negotiations on a Soviet force withdrawal in 1982. 

In March 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev replaced 

Chernenko as Premier of the Soviet Union and initiated the 

policies of glasnost and peristroika. In November 1985, 

Soviet Premier Gorbachev met with President Reagan in the 

first superpower summit since 1979. This meeting seemed 

to relax tensions between the two nations and the United 

States announced its qualified support of the U.N. 

withdrawal agreement that was then beginning to 

crystallize. The change in U.S. foreign policy coincided 

with Mikail Gorbachevls move to reshape Soviet internal 

and foreign policy, and accelerated progress in the U.N. 

negotiations. The Soviet Union's desire to remove the 

Afghan conflict as an impediment to improved super power 

relations resulted in a series of significant soviet 

concessions in the U.N. dialogue during the next two 

years. Thus, in the expectation of a settlement, Moscow 

announced its readiness for a nine-month withdrawal on 
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February 8, 1988, and has since honored this commitment 

(Harrison, 1989). 

Most research that deals with media coverage of 

international events, especially Herman's (1985) 

propaganda framework studies, isolates the presence of a 

capitalism versus communism ideology that directs U.S. 

foreign policy, which in turn guides media coverage of 

foreign affairs. However, while coverage of foreign 

issues are a part of a stream of events, most of Herman's 

case studies are analyzed and compared during the height 

of their occurrence and not over a period of time. This 

study analyzed media coverage of an event over a 

cumulative period of time. 

From a research perspective, numerous insights can 

be gained by examining the coverage of a story that 

unfolds over a period of time. The complexities of 

international news coverage would likely manifest 

themselves in a prolonged and extensive coverage of a 

cumulative news story (Carragee, 1990, p. 2). Thus, the 

present study, which focuses on the evolution of a major 

news story over a period of 10 years, may yield valuable 

information of theoretical relevance. 
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Second, most of Herman and Chomsky's propaganda 

research deals with issues in the past decades, mostly the 

pre-1985 period. However, in the context of easing of 

tensions between the super powers, this study begins to 

question whether the improved relations between the Soviet 

Union and the U.S. has weakened the power of the anti- 

communism ideology characterized by Herman and Chomsky 

(1988). Thus, the study assesses whether this factor is 

reflected in newspaper coverage of the Afghanistan issue. 

Nine major elements involved in the Afghanistan 

issue are isolated to guide the study: the U.S.S.R., the 

U.S., the Soviet troops, the Afghanistan government, the 

Afghanistan resistance, the ~fghanistan civilians, the 

Intervention, the Withdrawal, and the U.N. negotiations. 

Based on Herman and Chomsky's (1988) propaganda 

model these elements are also defined as threatening or 

non-threatening to U.S. political elite interests. The 

role of the non-threatening elements in the Afghan issue 

are defined as supportive of the interests of the 

political elite interests. It is assumed that the role of 

the U.S. government will be supported by the news 

coverage. The cause of the Afghan resistance fighting 

against the Soviet backed government in Kabul, was 
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supported with U.S. economic and military aid (Harrison, 

1989). Thus, the role of the Afghan resistance can safely 

be assumed as non-threatening to the power group 

interests. Since the U.N. negotiations are aimed at peace 

keeping and noninterference, the U.N. would be a non- 

threatening element. The propaganda model would predict 

that the Afghan civilians, if covered by news stories, 

would be portrayed as victims of Soviet occupation, and 

thus are also classified as a non-threatening element. 

The role of the threatening elements in the Afghan 

issue are defined as non-supportive of the interests of 

the political elite group. The propaganda model would 

consider the U.S.S.R., the Soviet troops, the Soviet 

backed Afghan government and the Intervention as 

threatening to U.S. political elite interests. The 

Withdrawal would also be classified as threatening, since 

the propaganda ideology would predict that the U.S. 

government, and consequently the media, would consider the 

Soviet Union as being hostile towards withdrawal, and view 

the Soviet's commitment towards withdrawal with suspicion 

and disbelief. As Herman and Chomsky (1988, p. 34) state, 

themes and facts, even well documented analyses, are 

suppressed or ignored if they are incompatible with the 

institutionalized ideology. 
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The characterization of the historical context 

preceding the intervention is also isolated, but is only 

used to study its prominence in relation to the other 

elements isolated for the study and for the thematic 

emphasis. 

The strongest support of the propaganda model is 

provided by an examination of cases that demonstrate the 

media's independence and challenge to authority. For 

example, as Herman and Chomsky (1988) state, even the 

media's coverage of the Watergate affair and the Vietnam 

war "demonstrate the subordination of the media to the 

requirements of the state propaganda systemu (p. 299). 

The Afghanistan issue should not elicit controversy, since 

as Herman and Chomsky (1988) state, the Soviet invasion of 

Afghanistan is an act of aggression and will be reported 

in these terms. 

Thus, it is assumed that the media are supportive 

of the political elite interests, and therefore it was 

expected that the newspaper portrayal of elements 

categorized as non-threatening will be positive. 

Conversely, it was expected that the threatening elements 

will be portrayed negatively in the newspaper coverage. 
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In the context of this theoretical background, 

research questions one and two examine the general tone of 

the newspaper coverage in relation to the threatening and 

non-threatening elements. 

R1 What is the tone of non-threatening elements 
in the newspaper coverage? 

R2 What is the tone of the threatening elements 
in the newspaper coverage? 

It was expected that the tone of the stories 

relating to the non-threatening elements (the United 

States, the Afghan resistance, the Afghan civilians, and 

the U.N. negotiations) would be positive in the newspaper 

coverage of the Afghan issue. It was also expected that 

the tone of the stories relating to the threatening 

elements (the U.S.S.R., the Intenrention, the Withdrawal, 

the Afghan government, and the Soviet troops) would be 

negative in the newspaper coverage of the Afghan issue. 

Thus, hypotheses one and two were proposed to answer the 

research questions. 

H1 The tone of the non-threatening elements will 

be positive in the newspaper coverage. 
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Implications: The tone of the United States, the Afghan 

resistance, the Afghan civilians, and the U.N. 

negotiations will be positive in the newspaper coverage of 

the Afghan issue. 

HZ The tone of the threatening elements will be 

negative in the newspaper coverage. 

Implications: The tone of the U.S.S.R., the Intervention, 

the Withdrawal, the Afghan government, and the Soviet 

troops will be negative in the newspaper coverage of the 

Afghan issue. 

In line with the focus of this study on real world 

developments after 1985, research question three examined 

whether there are any parallels between the shift in U.S. 

foreign policy and newspaper coverage of the Afghanistan 

issue after 1985. 

R3 Does the U.S. press deal with the Afghan issue 
more critically during the first half of the 
Soviet intervention and less critically during 
the latter half when the conflict was being 
resolved? 

Since it was expected that newspaper portrayal of 

the threatening elements would be less negative after 
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1985, hypothesis three was proposed to examine the 

research question. 

H3 After 1985 the tone of the threatening 
elements will be less negative in the 
newspaper coverage. 

Implications: The tone of the U.S.S.R., the Intervention, 

the Withdrawal, the Afghan government, and the Soviet 

troops will be less negative after 1985 in the newspaper 

coverage of the Afghan issue. 

While it is clear that any number of topics may be 

present in a given story, a careful examination of the 

topics present, their emphasis, and their placement should 

yield a primary theme (Carragee, 1990, p. 8) . The 

rationale for this study defines the favorable themes of 

the non-threatening elements as supportive of the 

political elite interests, and the unfavorable themes of 

the non-threatening elements as non-supportive of the 

political elite interests. Conversely, the favorable 

themes of the threatening elements are defined as non- 

supportive of the political elite interests and the 

unfavorable themes of the threatening elements as 

supportive of the political elite interests. 
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Two approaches were used to examine the thematic 

attention and emphasis of the newspaper coverage of the 

Afghanistan issue. First, the themes were examined as to 

whether they are favorable or unfavorable of the elements 

they characterize. Second, the themes were examined as to 

whether they were supportive or non-supportive of the U.S. 

political elite interests. Research questions four, five 

and six examined the thematic attention and emphasis of 

the newspaper coverage. 

R4 What are the predominant themes relating to 
the non-threatening elements in the newspaper 
coverage of the Afghan issue? 

Since the role of the non-threatening element was 

defined as supportive of the political elite interests, it 

was expected that favorable themes, which present the non- 

threatening element positively, would predominate. 

Conversely, it was expected that unfavorable themes, which 

present the non-threatening element negatively, would 

appear infrequently. Thus, it was expected that the 

stories would contain a greater frequency of appearance of 

favorable themes for the non-threatening elements (the 

U.S., the Afghan resistance, the Afghan civilians, and the 

U.N.) in the newspaper coverage of the Afghan issue. 
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R5 What are the predominant themes relating to 
the threatening elements in the newspaper 
coverage of the Afghan issue? 

Since the role of the threatening element was 

defined as non-supportive of the political elite 

interests, it was expected that unfavorable themes, which 

present the threatening element negatively, would 

predominate. Conversely, it was expected that favorable 

themes, which present the threatening elements positively, 

would appear infrequently. Thus, it was expected that the 

stories would contain more unfavorable themes for the 

threatening elements (the U.S.S.R., the Intervention, the 

Withdrawal, the soviet troops, and the Afghan government) 

in the newspaper coverage of the Afghan issue. 

R6 What are the predominant themes relating to 
the U.S. political elite group interests in 
the newspaper coverage of the Afghan issue? 

Since, it was assumed that the themes that are 

supportive of the U.S. political elite interests would 

predominate, it was expected that there would be more 

themes defined as supportive to the U.S. political group 

interests in the newspaper coverage. 

Following the line of enquiry of this study, 

research question seven assessed any thematic changes in 
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the news stories relating to the threatening elements 

after 1985. 

R7 Are there any changes in the thematic 
attention credited to the threatening elements 
after 1985? 

Since it was expected that there would be a 

decline in the unfavorable themes of the threatening 

elements after 1985, hypothesis four was proposed to 

examine the research question. 

HI There will be a decline in the frequency of 
appearance of unfavorable themes for the 
threatening elements after 1985. 

Implications: The stories will show a decline in the 

frequency of appearance of unfavorable themes of the 

U.S.S.R., the Intenrention, the Withdrawal, the Soviet 

troops, and the Afghan government after 1985. 

The media support of the political elite interests 

was also isolated in the choice of news sources. Research 

question eight examined the use of news sources in the 

news coverage of the Afghanistan issue. 

R8 Does the newspaper coverage lean predominantly 
towards the use of any particular news source? 
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The interdependence that exists between the media 

and the political system would predict that the newspaper 

coverage would lean predominantly towards official and 

favorable sources of information. The favorable sources 

of information are classified as U.S. officials/agencies, 

and the Afghan non officials. The unfavorable sources of 

information are classified as U.S.S.R. officials/agencies, 

and the Afghan officials/agencies. The study also 

examines the use of International officials/agencies, 

U.S./Western wire services, non U.S./Western wire 

services, U.S. and U.S.S.R. non official news sources. 

The historical context preceding the Soviet 

intervention provides an interpretative frame work for the 

act of Soviet aggression. However, since providing the 

Soviet intervention of Afghanistan with an interpretative 

framework would not serve the interests of the political 

elite group, research question nine examined the 

prominence credited to this issue in the newspaper 

coverage. 

R9 What is the prominence given to the historical 
context preceding the intervention? What are 
the predominant themes that characterize this 
element? 
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HETHOD 

A content analysis of The New York Times coverage 

of the Afghanistan issue was conducted. This newspaper 

was chosen because it has a large national and 

international circulation, and is regarded as a quality 

newspaper. 

Bam~le 

The Soviet intervention in Afghanistan occurred at 

the end of 1979. Even though the Soviet Union has honored 

the 1988 United Nation's withdrawal agreement, an enduring 

Afghan settlement still needs to be reached (Harrison, 

1989). Thus, the study spanned 11 years: 1979 to 1989. 

The index of The New York Times was used to compile a list 

of articles about the Afghanistan conflict published 

during this time period. There were approximately 3300. 

articles. A random sample of 10% of all the articles 

published each year was selected for the analysis. These 

articles were located in the microfilm archives of The New 

-. The entire article was photocopied and was 
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subjected to a content analysis. All of the statistical 

analysis, except the overall trend analysis (Table l), 

were based upon the data generated from this sample of The 

New articles. 

Dimensions of Analysis 

The unit of analysis was the entire newspaper 

story. The recording instrument is presented in Appendix 

A. The recording instrument had four sections: 

description, tone, themes, and sources. The first section 

examined the basic description of the articles - the 
number, placement, type, and column size. Placement was 

operationalized as the appearance of the news story on 

either page 1, pages 2-6, or pages 6-N of section one. 

Type was defined as the classification of the news story 

as either news report or news analysis. Column size was 

classified as either short, medium, or long articles. 

Short articles were defined as news item of half a column 

or less, medium articles as those up to two columns, and 

long articles as those over two columns. 

Sections two and three of the recording instrument 

assess the tone and thematic emphases of the newspaper 

coverage. The tone and thematic emphasis of nine specific 

elements in the newspaper coverage were delineated: (1) 

the U.S., (2) the U.S.S.R., (3) the Afghan resistance, (4) 
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the Afghan government, (5) the Afghan civilians, (6) the 

Soviet troops, (7) the Soviet intervention, (8) the Soviet 

withdrawal, and (9,) the U.N. negotiations. 

The elements isolated were also defined as 

threatening, or non-threatening to the U.S. political 

elite interests. The U.S.S.R., the Intervention, the 

Withdrawal, the Soviet troops, and the Afghan government 

were defined as threatening elements. The U.S., the 

Afghan resistance, the Afghan civilians, and the U.N. were 

defined as non-threatening elements. 

The general tone of newspaper coverage was 

assessed in the second section of the recording 

instrument. The general tone of each article toward the 

nine elements were assessed on a seven point 

positive/negative scale (1 is negative; 7 is positive). 

The third section of the recording instrument 

assessed the frequency of appearance of a set of themes 

relative to the elements they characterized. While the 

elements were defined as threatening or non-threatening, 

the themes were also assessed as to whether they were 

favorable or unfavorable toward the elements they 

characterized. The primary themes characterizing the 



53 

major elements in the Afghanistan issue were based on the 

theoretical background of the issue. The themes were 

refined through pre-testing a sample of washinston Post 

articles relating to this issue. 

The themes were first categorized according to 

whether they are supportive or non-supportive of U.S. 

political elite interests. Of the 45 themes examined, 25 

themes were defined as supportive of the political elite 

interests and 20 themes were defined as non-supportive of 

the political elite interests. Second, the themes were 

categorized according to whether they were favorable or 

unfavorable of the specific elements they characterized. 

The themes are presented in the ~ppendices B. 

The themes of the newspaper coverage were measured 

by two constructs "attentiontt and "emphasis." Attention 

was measured by the frequency of appearance of the themes. 

First, the frequency of appearance of the themes was 

examined according to whether they were supportive or non- 

supportive of the U.S. political elite interests. Second, 

the frequency of appearance of the themes was also 

assessed in relation to the elements they characterized. 

While the elements were classified as either threatening 

or non-threatening to U.S. interests, the themes for this 
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measure were further classified as favorable or 

unfavorable to the elements they characterized. 

Emphasis measures reveal which things/elements 

stand out, or are likely to be perceived as the most 

salient or important in the message system (Signorielli, 

1981). The emphasis of the themes was measured by a three 

point scale measuring if the theme was minor, significant, 

or a major representation in the story. 

Themes characterizing the historical context were 

also assessed. However, the historical context was not 

examined in relation to the tone of portrayal in the 

newspaper coverage or in terms of favorable/unfavorable 

themes. The themes relating to this element are presented 

in the Appendix B. 

The fourth section measured the number of news 

releases attributed to official, and non official U.S.; 

U.S.S.R.; and Afghanistan sources, International 

officials/agencies, U.S./Western wire services, and non 

U.S./Western wire services. Official news sources were 

defined as information specifically identified as 

originating from spokespersons/agencies affiliated to the 

government under consideration. Non official news sources 
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were identified as information originating from 

spokespersons/agencies not affiliated to the government 

under consideration. U.S./Western wire services were 

defined to include the four large organizations:~.P., 

U.P.I., Reuters, and the Agence-France-Presse. Non 

U.S./Western wire services were defined to include the 

Soviet and Afghan official wire services. 

Data Analysis 

The total number of articles devoted to the issue 

over the 11 year period (1979-1989) was determined using 

The New York Times index. The placement, news type, and 

column size are determined through frequency 

distributions. The percentage of favorable news sources 

as opposed to the unfavorable news sources was compared. 

The percentage of news sources not classified as favorable 

or unfavorable was also examined. 

The average tone of each of the major elements was 

calculated. A single sample one-tailed t-test was 

employed to test if the tone of the major element was 

significantly different (positive for H1, negative for H2) 

from the neutral point of the scale. 

The news stories were categorized into two groups- 

nBefore 1985n (which include news coverage between 1979- 
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1984) and "After 1985" (which include news coverage 

between 1985-1989). The average tone of the elements 

categorized into these two groups was compared and the t- 

test was employed to test for any significant differences. 

The frequency of appearance of the 45 themes 

defined as either supportive or non-supportive of the 

political elite interests was assessed. The frequency of 

appearances of the favorable and unfavorable themes 

relating to the threatening and non-threatening elements 

was compared. 

The unfavorable themes of the threatening elements 

were also categorized in the "Before 1985" and the "After 

1985" categories and a one-way chi-square goodness-of-fit 

test was used to determine whether there were any 

differences. Analysis of the unfavorable themes of the 

soviet withdrawal presents an uncommon problem since the 

specific act of the Soviet withdrawal occurs in the post 

1985 period. Thus, only three unfavorable themes 

conceptualized to relate to the entire period of 1979-1989 

were used for this analysis. 

Reliability Analysis 

A random sample of 20% of all the coded articles 

was double coded to provide data for the reliability 
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analysis. Intercoder agreement was measured using 

Krippendorff's (1980) alpha. The unconditional acceptable 

level of reliability was determined as .80 and above. 

Reliability levels between .66 and .80 were accepted 

conditionally and reliability levels below .66 were not 

accepted. Only those items meeting the acceptable levels 

of reliability were included in the analysis. The 

reliability levels are presented in the Appendix C. 

Coder Training 

The coder training was conducted in two stages. 

During the first stage the coders received detailed 

instructions on the definition and application of the 

recording instrument. In the second stage, the coders 

worked on a random sample of Washinston Post articles 

relating to the same issue. After the clarifications of 

the coding categories in the second stage the coders 

analyzed the sample of The New York Times articles. 
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FINDINGS 

This study analyzed The New York Times coverage of 

the Soviet invasion of and withdrawal from Afghanistan 

during the 11 year period between 1979 and 1989. The 

tone, thematic emphases, and news sources used in the 

newspaper coverage were isolated to examine the assumption 

that U.S. media coverage of international issues reflect 

the U.S. government foreign policy. The study also 

assessed whether there were any changes in the tone and 

the thematic emphasis of the newspaper coverage after 

1985. 

Overall Examination of the Coveracre 

Table 1 examines the amount of news coverage 

reported by The New York Times Index of the Afghanistan 

issue between 1979 and 1989. Most of the news stories 

(43.9%) appeared in 1980, the year following the Soviet 

intervention in Afghanistan on December 25, 1979. 

Coverage remained fairly stable over the next seven years 

(about 4% each year). The Index revealed that coverage 

58 
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increased i n  1988 and 1989 during t h e  withdrawal of t h e  

Sovie t  t roops  between May 15, 1988 and March 15, 1989. 

Table 1 
News stories relating to Afghanistan. 

The r e s t  of t h e  a n a l y s i s  is based upon t h e  d a t a  

generated i n  t h e  content  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  sample of news 

s t o r i e s .  The importance of t h e  news s t o r i e s  w a s  

a sce r t a ined  by determining t h e  amount of f r o n t  page 

coverage. Table 2 r e v e a l s  t h a t  i n  1980 and 1981, 10.6 and 

Year 
N=3299 

1979 

19 8 0 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

Number of 
S t o r i e s  

N 

154 

1449 

208 

12 9 

135 

133 

12 6 

152 

154 

344 

315 

Percentage 
of S t o r i e s  

% 

4.7 

43.9 

6.3 

3.9 

4.1 

4.0 

3.8 

4.6 

4.7 

10.4 

9.5 
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11.8% of news stories were placed on the front page. 

Proportionally more stories were placed on the front page 

in 1987 (18.8%), 1988 (21.9%), and 1989 (17.4). 

Table 2 
Percentage of news stories placed in Section One. 

Percentages computed from the total number 
of news stories for the particular year 



Table 3 
Type of  news story.  

11 Year 
Number of I News 1 
Stories Report Analysis 

N % % 

15 100.0 - 
145 84.1 15.9 

21 93.8 6.3 

13 100.0 - 
14 100.0 - 

Percentages computed from the total number 
of news stories for the particular year 

Table 3 reveals that most of the stories published 

are news reports. News analyses appeared somewhat more 

frequently in 1980, during the intervention and in 1988, 

during the withdrawal. In 1980, 15.9% of the stories were 

news analyses and in 1988, 18.8% of the stories were news 

analyses. 
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Table 4 
Column size of the news story. 

Percentages computed from t h e  t o t a l  number 
of news s t o r i e s  f o r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  year  

Table 4 examines t h e  importance of t h e  news s t o r y  

through column s i z e .  Overall  t h e  f ind ings  r evea l  t h a t  

t h e r e  w e r e  fewer longer  a r t i c l e s  than  medium o r  s h o r t  

a r t i c l e s .  The in t e rven t ion  yea r s  (1980, 1981) had a  

l a r g e r  percentage of medium s i z e  a r t i c l e s  than  s h o r t  

a r t i c l e s .  The yea r s  1982 t o  1984 had l a r g e r  percentages  

of s h o r t  a r t i c l e s  than medium s i z e  a r t i c l e s  and 1985 has  
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an equal number of articles in both the categories. The 

years 1986-1989 had larger percentages of medium size 

articles than short articles. The findings reveal that 

proportionally more long articles appeared in 1985, 1987, 

1988, and 1989 than in 1980. 

Frequency of Major Elements 

Table 5 presents the frequency of appearance of 

the major elements involved in the Afghanistan issue. The 

most frequently appearing element was the U.S.S.R., 

appearing in 90.3% of the news stories. The U.S. was the 

second most frequently appearing major element (63.9%) in 

the news stories. Intervention appears in 61.8% of the 

news stories, while in contrast, Withdrawal appears in 

40.4% of the news stories. Soviet troops were mentioned 

in 41.7% of the news stories, a slightly larger percentage 

of appearance than Withdrawal. Comparatively, Afghan 

civilians (26.6%) and U.N. negotiations (19.7%) appear 

less frequently. The Historical Context appeared in only 

5.6% of the news stories and is almost nonexistent in , 

comparison with the other elements. 



Table 5 
Frequency of appearance of major e lements .  
From 1979-1989  

Major Elements 

Tone o f  the Maior Elements 

The tone of the major elements was measured by a 

seven point scale. The values between 1 and 3 signified 

descending levels of negative tone, and the values between 

5 and 7 signified ascending levels of positive tone. The 

neutral level of the scale was the value of 4. 
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Table 6 reveals support for hypothesis one which 

stated that the general tone of the elements defined as 

non-threatening to U.S. interests would be positive. The 

single sample one-tailed t-test revealed that the mean 

scores of the non-threatening elements were significantly 

positive from the neutral point of the scale. 

Table 6 
Average tone of the non-threatening elements. 
Single  sample t t e s t :  Signif icance of the  average tone 
from the  neutral point  o f  the  seven point  s c a l e .  
From 1979-1989 

Non-Threatening Average 
Elements N Mean SD SE t df 

Afghan Civilians 79 5.30.. 1.41 .16 +8.12 78 

Afghan Resistance 150 4.36** 1.55 .13 +2.77 149 

U. N. negotiations 66 4.33* 1.32 .16 +2.06 65 

** = pc.01 
* = PC. 05 
SD = standard deviation 
SE = standard error 
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Table 7 reveals the findings for hypothesis two 

which predicted that the tone of the threatening would be 

negative. The single sample one-tailed t-test revealed 

that the mean scores of four of the five threatening 

elements (the Soviet troops, the Afghan government, the 

U.S.S.R., and the Intervention) were significantly 

negative from the neutral point of the scale. The only 

exception is the tone of Withdrawal, whose mean (3.82) was 

not significantly different from the neutral point of the 

scale. 

Findings presented in Table 8 provide support for 

Hypothesis three which predicted that the tone of the 

elements defined as threatening to the U.S. interests 

would be less negative after 1985. A t-test was used to 

test for significant differences between the average mean 

scores of the threatening elements before 1985 (1979-1984 ) 

and after 1985 (1985-1989). After 1985 the mean score of 

the tone of the articles relating to the Afghan government 

was 3.22 (up from 2.73 before 1985, t=2.46, df=160, p< 

.02) and the tone of the articles relating to the 

Intervention was 3.30 (up from 2.10 before 1985, t=5.58, 

df=188, pc .01). While the tone of the articles relating 

to the Soviet troops (2.43 before 1985 and 3.82 after 

1985, t=6.75, df=126, pc.01) and U.S.S.R. (2.50 before 
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1985 and 3.84 after 1985, t=7.30, df=278, p<.01) is close 

to the neutral point, the tone of the articles relating to 

the Withdrawal (2.58 before 1985 and 4.77 after 1985, 

t=8.84, df=121, pc.01) is clearly positive after 1985. 

Table 7 
Average tone of the threatening elements. 
Single sample t test: Significance of the average tone 
from the neutral point of the seven point scale. 
From 1979-1989 

** = p<.01 
* = p<.O5 
SD = standard deviation 
SE = standard error 

Threatening 
Elements 

Soviet Troops 

Withdrawal 

Afghan govt 

U.S.S.R. 

Intenrention 

N 

128 

123 

162 

280 

190 

Average 
Me an 

3.10** 

3.82 

2.99** 

2.95** 

2.23** 

t 

-7.42 

- 1.06 
-10.10 

-10.40 

-18.56 

df 

127 

122 

161 

279 

189 

SD 

1.35 

1.74 

1.27 

1.58 

1.25 

SE 

.12 

.16 

.lo 

.10 

.09 
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Average tone of the threatening elements: 
Before and after 1985 
From 1979-1989 

N=319 
** = pc.01 
* =p<.02 
SD = standard deviation 
Before 1985 = 1979-1984 
After 1985 = 1985-1989 

Threatening 
Elements 

Soviet troops 

Withdrawal 

Afghan 
government 

U.S.S.R. 

Intervention 

Examining the tone of the articles relating to the 

non-threatening elements before and after 1985 reveals 

Before 
1985 

Mean SD 

2.43 1.16 

2.58 1.29 

2.73 1.26 

2.50 1.46 

2.10 1.95 

interesting results (Table 9). The Afghan resistance is 

portrayed negatively after 1985 (3.87) as compared to 

After 
1985 

Mean SD 

3.82 1.15 

4.77 1.41 

3.22 1.25 

3.84 1.45 

3.30 1.01 

before 1985 (4.98) (t=4.68, df=148, p<.01). The mean 

scores of the articles relating to the U.N. negotiations 

was 3.83 before 1985 and 4.61 after 1985 (t=2.42, df=64, 

t - -  
6.7** 

8.8** 

2.5* 

7.3** 

5.6** 

d f 

126 

12 1 

160 

278 

188 



Table 9 
Average tone of the non-threatening elements: 
Before and after 1985 
From 1979-1989 

N=319 
** = p<.01 
* =p<.02 
SD = standard deviation 
Before 1985 = 1979-1984 
After 1985 = 1985-1989 

Non-Threatening Before After 
Elements 1985 1985 

Mean SD Mean SD t df - -- 
5.26 1.44 5.36 1.39 0.3 77 

4.98 1.53 3.87 1.38 4.7** 148 
resistance 

3.83 1.17 4.62 1.32 2.4* 64 
negotiations 

United States 4.27 1.47 4.09 1.18 0.9 196 
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The study defined the major elements in the 

investigation as either threatening or non-threatening to 

U . S .  political elite interests. The analysis examined the 

frequency of appearance of themes according to whether 

they were favorable or unfavorable of the elements they 

characterized. 

Non-threatenins Elements: Favorable and Unfavorable Themes 

Tables 10, 11, 12, and 13 summarize the frequency 

of appearance of the themes relating to the non- 

threatening elements (the U.S., Table 10; the Afghan 

resistance, Table 11; the Afghan civilians, Table 10; and 

the U.N. negotiations, Table 13). Research question four 

asked whether favorable themes would appear more 

frequently for those elements defined as non-threatening 

to U.S. political elite interests. The findings for all 

four non-threatening elements support the expectations. 

Themes relatinq to the U . S .  

Table 10 presents the frequency of themes relating 

to the U . S .  The role of the U.S. is portrayed in 63.9% of 

the news stories (Table 5). Of the news stories 

portraying the U . S . ,  the favorable theme of the U . S .  as a 

"donor of aid to the resistance" appears most frequently 

(32.4%) and was more likely to be a major focus of the 

story. The second most frequently appearing theme is the 
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favorable one depicting the U.S. as ~ldemocracy/global 

harmony supporters." This theme appears in 27.5 percent 

of the news stories portraying the U.S. and is 

predominantly minor in emphasis. 

The unfavorable themes of the U.S. as the 

''challenged/threatened super power1' (15.7%) and as 

~ c a p i t a l i s t s / i m p e r i a l i s t s l l  (7.8%) appeared infrequently 

and are minor in their emphasis of appearance. Overall, 

Table 10 indicates that of the news stories portraying the 

u.S., favorable themes appear more frequently than 

unfavorable themes. 

Themes relatinq to the Afshanistan resistance 

Table 11 presents the frequency of appearance of 

themes relating to the Afghan resistance. The role of the 

Afghan resistance is portrayed in 48 percent of the news 

stories examined (Table 5). Of the news stories 

portraying the Afghan resistance, the favorable theme of 

"heroic freedom fightersn appears most frequently (35.9%), 

but is rated as minor in appearance. The unfavorable 

theme of l l fanat ics / fundamenta l i s t s~  appears in 18.3 

percent of the news stories relating to the Afghan 

resistance and is also a minor thematic element. The 

unfavorable theme of "conflicting groupsn appears in 12.4 

percent of the news stories, but is a major thematic 
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element. Overall, Table 11 indicates that of the news 

stories portraying the Afghan resistance, favorable themes 

of the Afghan resistance appear more frequently than the 

unfavorable themes. 

Table 10 
Frequency of themes relating to the U.8. 
From 1979-1989 

F = favorable theme 
UF= unfavorable theme 

THEME 
THEMES APPEARS 
N=204 N % 

Emphasis of amearance 

MINOR SIGNFT MAJOR 
N % N % N % 

F: Aid to the 
resistance 

F: Democracy 
supporters 

UF: Challeng- 
ed/threatened 

UF: Capita- 
lists/ 

66 32.4 

56 27.5 

32 15.7 

16 7.8 

40 19.6 

13 6.4 

4 2.0 

1 0 . 5  

4 2.0 

29 14.2 

20 9.8 

9 4.4 

22 10.8 

14 6.9 

8 3.9 

6 2.9 



Table 11 
Frequency of themes relating to the Afghanistan 
resistance. 
From 1979-1989 

F = favorable  theme 
U= unfavorable theme 

E m ~ h a s i s  of agpearance 
THEME 

APPEARS MINOR SIGNFT MAJOR 

Themes r e l a t i n s  t o  t h e  Afqhanistan c i v i l i a n s  

Table 1 2  p re sen t s  t h e  frequency of appearance of 

themes r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Afghanistan c i v i l i a n s .  Overal l  

Afghan c i v i l i a n s  appeared i n  2 6 . 6 %  of t h e  news s t o r i e s  

(Table 5 ) .  Of t h e  news s t o r i e s  po r t r ay ing  t h e  Afghan 

c i v i l i a n s ,  t h e  favorab le  theme of vlSoviet/regime opposersv1 

appears most f r equen t ly  (45.9%) and is a major s t o r y  

element. Comparatively, t h e  favorab le  theme of 

Ivres i s tance  suppor te rs"  appears less f r equen t ly  ( 1 2 . 9 % )  , 

but  is a l s o  a major themat ic  element. 

F: Heroic 
f i g h t e r s  

UF: Fanatics/  
fundament- 
l ists 

UF: Confl ic t -  
ing  groups 

55 35.9 

2 8  1 8 . 3  

1 9  1 2 . 4  

1 7  11.1 

1 2  7.8 

3 2.0 

8 5.2 

8 5.2 

4 2 . 6  

8 5.2 

8 5.2 

1 2  7 . 8  
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The unfavorable theme of the Afghan civilians as a 

"trapped group," appears only in 10.6% of the news stories 

and is a major thematic element. The unfavorable theme of 

"Soviet supporters" appears in 7.1% of the stories and is 

minor in emphasis. 

Even though the favorable theme of "rebel 

supporters" appears almost as infrequently as the 

unfavorable themes, Table 12 indicates that, overall the 

news stories paying the favorable themes appear more 

frequently than the unfavorable themes. 

Themes relatinq to the U.N. neqotiations 

Table 13 indicates that favorable themes are also 

predominant for the U.N. negotiations. U.N. negotiations 

appear in 19.7% of the news stories (Table 5). Of the 

news stories portraying the U.N. negotiations, the 

favorable theme of the U.N. as "peacekeepers" appears most 

frequently (47.9%) and is a significant story element. 

The unfavorable themes of the U.N. as "weak1! (6.3%) or 

"meddlers" (1.6%) appear quite infrequently. Overall, 

Table 13 reveals that favorable themes appear more 

frequently than the unfavorable themes in stories 

portraying the U.N. negotiations. 



Table 12 
Frequency of themes relating to the Afghanistan 
civilians. 
From 1979-1989 

F = favorable theme 
UF= unfavorable theme 

THEME 
THEMES APPEARS 
N=85 N % 

Emphasis of aDDearance 

MINOR SIGNFT MAJOR 
N % N % N % 

F: Soviet/ 
regime 
opposers 

F: Rebel 
supporters 

UF: Trapped 
group 

UF: Soviet 
supporters 

13 15.3 

4 4.7 

2 2.4 

3 3.5 

- 

39 45.9 

11 12.9 

9 10.6 

6 7.1 

11 12.9 

1 1.2 

2 2.4 

2 2.4 

15 17.9 

6 7.1 

5 5.9 

1 1.2 



Table 13 
Frequency of themes relating to the U.N. negotiations. 
From 1979-1989 

F = favorable theme 
UF= unfavorable theme 

THEME 
THEMES APPEARS 
N=63 N % 

UF: U.N./ 
meddlers 

Threateninu Elements: Favorable and Unfavorable Themes 

Tables 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18 examine the frequency 

of appearance of favorable and unfavorable themes relating 

to the threatening elements (the U.S.S.R., Table 14; the 

Intervention, Table 15; the Withdrawal, Table 16; the 

Soviet troops, Table 17; and the Afghan government, Table 

18). 

Emphasis of appearance 

MINOR SIGNFT MAJOR 
N % N % N % 

F: Peace 
keepers 

UF: U.N. /weak 

Research question five asked whether unfavorable 

themes of the threatening elements would appear more 

30 47.6 

4 6.3 

1 1.6 

7 11.1 

- - 

11 17.5 

2 3.2 

12 19 

2 3.2 

1 1  - - - - 
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frequently; findings of two of the five threatening 

elements (U.S.S.R., the Intervention) support the 

expectations. 

Themes relatinq to the U.S.S.R. 

Table 14 presents the frequency of themes relating 

to the U.S.S.R. The U.S.S.R. appeared in 90.3% of the 

news stories (Table 5). Of the news stories portraying 

the U.S.S.R. the unfavorable theme of the Soviet Union as 

a "donor of economic and military aid to the Afghan 

governmentnt (45.1%) is the most frequently appearing theme 

and is also a major thematic element of the stories. The 

unfavorable theme of the Soviet Union as an "evil 

empire/bullyn is the second most frequently appearing 

theme (44.4%) and is a significant thematic element. The 

unfavorable theme of "Communist propagandistsn appears 

less frequently (15.6%), but is also a significant 

thematic element of the stories. 

The favorable theme "~ommunism supportersn appears 

in only 9.7% of the news stories portraying the role of 

the U.S.S.R., but is a significant element of the stories. 

The favorable theme "peace keepersnt appears in 5.6 percent 

of the stories and is minor in appearance. Overall, Table 

14 reveals that of the news stories portraying the 
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U.S.S.R., the unfavorable themes of the Soviet Union 

appear more frequently than the favorable themes. 

Table 14 
Frequency of themes relating to the U.S.S.R. 
From 1979-1989 

F = favorable theme 
UF = unfavorable theme 

THEME 
THEMES APPEARS 
N=288 N % 

Emphasis of appearance 

MINOR SIGNFT MAJOR 
N % N % N % 

UF: Aid to 
the Afghan 
government 

UF: Evil 
empire/ 
bullies 

UF: Communism 
propagandists 

F: Communism 
supporters 

F: Peace 
keepers 

130 45.1 

128 44.4 

45 15.6 

28 9.7 

16 5.7 

52 18.1 

41 14.2 

12 4.2 

10 3.5 

1 0.3 

34 11.8 

39 13.5 

14 4.1 

4 1.4 

11 3.8 

44 15.3 

48 16.7 

19 6.6 

14 4.9 

4 1.4 
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Themes relatinu to the Intervention 

Table 15 presents the frequency of appearance of 

themes relating to the ~ntervention. Intervention appears 

in 61.8% of the news stories (Table 5). Of the news 

stories portraying the Intervention, the unfavorable theme 

of the intervention as an action that ttshould belor is 

being punished" appears most frequently (45.2%) and is 

significant in its emphasis. The unfavorable theme that 

the Intervention is a l lcondemnatory/ inexcusable actionb1 is 

the second most frequently appearing theme (34.5%) and is 

a significant element of the stories. 

The unfavorable theme of the Intervention as an 

act of I1Soviet expan~ionism~~ appears in 27.4% of the news 

stories portraying the Intervention and is a major 

thematic element. The unfavorable theme - llCommunist 
controlu appears in 22.3% of the stories and is a minor 

thematic element. 

comparatively, the favorable themes of the 

intervention being lljustifiable/Sovietls were asked to 

intervenet1 (6.1%) and that the Soviet Union intervened to 

Itrestore order1' (5.6%) occur infrequently, but are 

significant thematic elements. Overall Table 15 indicates 

that of the news stories portraying the Intervention, the 
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non-supportive themes appear more frequently than the 

supportive themes. 

Themes relatina to the Withdrawal 

The frequency of appearance of themes relating to 

the Withdrawal are presented in Table 16. Withdrawal is 

portrayed in 40.4% of the news stories (Table 5). Of the 

news stories portraying the withdrawal the favorable theme 

of llSovietrs being amenable towards withdrawalI1 is the 

most frequently appearing theme (35.7%) and is also a 

major thematic element. The unfavorable theme of 

IIWithdrawal due to external pressure1' is the second most 

frequently appearing theme (24%), but does not show much 

variation in its emphasis. The unfavorable themes of 

"Soviet Union is hostile towards WithdrawallI (21.7%) and 

"ambiguous towards Withdrawalt1 (15.5%) are significant in 

their thematic emphasis. 

The favorable theme of the Soviet Union "winding 

up speedilyn (8.5%), nwithdrawing due to internal 

change/pressureI1 (7.8%), and are "dragging their heels1' 

(2.3%) appear infrequently. These themes also do not 

exhibit much variation in their emphasis. 

The frequency of appearance of the favorable theme 

of "U.S. still involvedI1 is 6.2%. In comparison, the 
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unfavorable theme of I1Soviet Union still inv01ved~~ appears 

less frequently (3.2%). Overall, Table 16 indicates that 

of the nine themes relating to the Withdrawal only one 

favorable theme ("Soviet amenable towards withdrawall1) 

appears frequently. The findings also do not support the 

expectation that the unfavorable themes would appear more 

frequently than the favorable themes. 



Table 15 
Frequency of themes relating to the Intervention. 
From 1979-1989 

F = favorable theme 
UF= unfavorable 

THEME 
THEMES APPEARS 

Emphasis of amearance 

MINOR SIGNFT MAJOR 
N=197 

UF: Action 
should 
be/being 
punished 

UF: Condemna- 
tory / 
inexcusable 
act ion 

UF: Soviet 
expansionism 

UF: Communist 
control 

F: Justifi- 
able/ 
asked to 
intervene 

F: Restore 
order 

N % 

19 9.6 

20 10.2 

15 7.6 

18 9.1 

4 2.0 

3 1.5 

N % 

89 45.2 

68 34.5 

54 27.4 

44 22.3 

12 6.1 

11 5.6 

N 

38 19.3 

25 12.7 

15 7.6 

17 8.6 

7 3.6 

8 4.1 

% N %  

32 16.2 

23 11.7 

24 12.2 

9 4.6 

1 0.5 

- - 



Table 16 
Frequency of themes relating to the Withdrawal. 
From 1979-1989 

F = favorable theme 
UF= unfavorable theme 

THEME 
THEMES APPEARS 

N=129 N % 

Emphasis of appearance 

MINOR SIGNFT MAJOR 

F: Soviet 
amenable 

UF: External 
pressure 

UF: Soviet 
hostile 

UF: Soviet 
ambiguous 

F: Winding up 
speedily 

F: Internal 
change 

F: U.S. still 
involved 

UF: Soviet 
still 
involved 

UF: Dragging 
heels 

N % 

6 4.7 

9 2.3 

9 7.0 

7 5.4 

4 3.1 

3 2.3 

1 0.8 

1 0.8 

1 0.8 

46 35.7 

31 21.7 

28 21.7 

20 15.5 

11 8.5 

10 7.8 

8 6.2 

5 3.9 

3 2.3 

N % N % 

19 4.7 

3 2.3 

13 10 

8 6.2 

4 3.1 

3 2.3 

- - 

- - 

1 0.8 

21 16.3 

4 3.1 

6 4.7 

5 3.9 

3 2.3 

4 3.1 

7 5.4 

4 3.1 

1 0.8 
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Themes relatins to the Soviet troops 

Table 17 presents the frequency of themes relating 

to Soviet troops. Soviet troops appear in 41.7 percent of 

the news stories (Table 5). Of the news stories 

portraying the Soviet troops, the unfavorable theme of the 

Soviet troops "not being sympathetic towards the 

resistanceu appears most frequently (21.1%) and is equally 

significant and major in thematic emphasis. The other 

themes appear less frequently. The unfavorable theme of 

Soviet troops as "disgruntled solders" appears in only 

7.5% the news stories relating to the Soviet troops, but 

is a major thematic element. Three favorable themes, 

"Soviet patriots" (7.5%), "troops contain Afghan recruitsn 

( 6 . 8 % ) ,  and "just carrying out their jobst1 (4.5%) appear 

more frequently than the unfavorable theme of "Soviet 

troops containing Afghan desertersu (3%). The favorable 

theme that the troops are "resistance sympathizersv 

appears very infrequently (1.5%). Overall Table 17 

indicates that of the seven themes relating to the Soviet 

troops, one unfavorable theme appears most frequently. 

The findings also do not support the expectation that the 

unfavorable themes would appear more frequently than the 

favorable themes. 



Table 17 
Frequency of themes relating to the Soviet troops. 
From 1979-1989 

sympathizers 
I I I I 

F: Soviet 
patriots 

THEME 
THEMES APPEARS 
N=133 N % 

UF: Disgrun- 1 0  7 . 5  
tled 
solders 

Emphasis of amearance 

MINOR SIGNFT MAJOR 
N % N % N % 

UF: Not 
resistance 

4 3 . 0  28 2 1 . 1  

F: Contain 
Afghan 
recruits 

F = favorable theme 
UF= unfavorable theme 

1 2  9 . 0  

F: Just 
carrying out 
their jobs 

UF: Contain 
Afghan 
deserters 

F: Resistance 
sympathizers 

1 2  9 . 0  

9 6.8 

6 4 . 5  

4 3 . 0  

2 1 . 5  

2  1 . 5  4  3 . 0  3  2 . 3  
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Themes relatins to the Afghanistan sovernment 

Table 18 presents the themes relating to the 

~fghanistan government. The Afghanistan government 

appears in 51.1 percent of the news stories (Table 5). Of 

the news stories portraying the Afghanistan government, 

the favorable theme of "Soviet backed/Soviet puppets" 

appears most frequently (58.3%) and is a significant 

thematic element. The unfavorable theme of the Afghan 

government being "attacked by the resistancef1 appears in 

54.6% of the news stories relating to this element and is 

a major thematic element. The unfavorable themes of 

"tyrantsl1 (24%) and "weak governmentl1 (21.5%) appear less 

frequently, but are significant in their emphasis of 

appearance. Overall, Table 18 presents the frequency of 

appearance of the unfavorable themes of the Afghanistan 

government. The favorable theme that was conceptualized 

for this element - "fair/amiable/legitimate governmentv1 
was the least frequently appearing theme (7.4%). However, 

since the theme did not meet the acceptable level of 

reliability it is not used in the analysis. 



Table 18 
Frequency of themes relating to the Afghanistan 
government. 
From 1979-1989 

F = favorable theme 
UF= unfavorable theme 

THEME 
THEMES APPEARS 
N=163 N  % 

Emphasis of appearance 

MINOR SIGNFT MAJOR 
N  % N % N  % 

UF: Soviet 
backed/ 
puppets 

UF: Attacked 
by the 
resistance 

7 

UF: Weak 
government 

UF: Tyrants 

28  1 7 . 2  

1 5  9 . 2  

1 0  6 . 1  

5 3 . 1  

9 5  5 8 . 3  

8 9  5 4 . 6  

3 5  2 1 . 5  

24  1 4 . 7  

36  2 2 . 1  

3 0  1 8 . 4  

1 6  9 . 8  

3 1  1 9 . 0  

4 4  2 7 . 0  

9  5 . 5  

11 6 . 7  8  4 . 9  

-- - 
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Themes: Suvvortive/non-suv~ortive of the Political Elite 

Interests 

The analysis examined the frequency of appearance 

of themes according to whether they are favorable or 

unfavorable to the U.S. political elite interests. Of the 

45  themes that were analyzed, 25  themes were defined as 

favorable to the political interests and 20  themes were 

defined as unfavorable to the political interests. The 

findings presented in Table 19 reveal that the ten themes 

that appear most frequently are those that are favorable 

to the political interests. Overall, favorable themes 

appear most frequently and unfavorable themes appear least 

frequently. The ten least frequently appearing themes are 

presented in Table 20. The frequency of appearance of all 

the themes are presented in Appendix D. 



Table 19 
Ten most frequently appearing themes. 
From 1979-1989 

N = 319, coder was allowed to categorize multiple themes 
S = supportive theme 
NS = non-supportive theme 

THEMES 

1. U.S.S.R./aid to the Afghan 
government 

2. U.S.S.R./evil empire, bullies 

3. Afghan government/Soviet puppets, 
backed 

4. Afghan government/attacked by the 
resistance 

5. Intervention/action is being, 
should be punished 

6. Intervention/condemnatory, 
inexcusable action 

7. U.S./ aid to the resistance 

8. U.S./democracy supporters 

9. Afghan resistance/heroic fighters 

10. Intervention/Soviet expansionism 

N* % 

130 40.8 

128 40.1 

95 29.8 

89 27.9 

89 27.9 

68 21.3 

66 20.7 

56 17.5 

55 17.2 

54 16.9 

S/NS 

S 

S 

S 

S 

S 

S 

S 

S 

S 

S 



Table 20 
Ten least frequently appearing themes. 
From 1979-1989 

THEMES 

1. Afghan civilians/trapped group 

2. Withdrawal/U.S. still involved 

N* % 

3. Soviet troops/just carrying out 
their jobs 

1 5. Withdrawal/Soviet still involved 1 

S/NS 

9 2.8 

8 2.5 

I 4. Afghan civilians/Soviet 
supporters 

I I 6. Soviet troops/contain Afghan 
deserters 

NS 

NS 

6 1.8 NS 

6 1.8 NS 

8. Withdrawal/Soviet dragging heels 

I' I I 

N = 319, coder was allowed to categorize multiple themes 
S = supportive theme 
NS = non-supportive theme 

9. Soviet troops/resistance 
sympathizers 

3 0.9 S 

2 0.6 NS 
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Threateninq Elements: Unfavorable Themes Before and After 

1985 

Table 21 presents the frequency of appearance of 

the news stories that portray the role of the relevant 

threatening element. A larger percentage of news stories 

examining the role of the U.S.S.R. appear before 1985 

(66.6%) than after 1985 (33.3%). Similarly, a larger 

percentage of news stories about Intervention appear 

before 1985 (80.7%) than after 1985 (19.3%). However, 

news stories concerning the Withdrawal, Soviet troops, and 

the Afghan government appear in fairly larger proportions 

after 1985. News stories relating to the Withdrawal 

appear more frequently after 1985 (53.5%) than before 1985 

(46.5%). Similarly, the frequency of appearance of news 

stories relating to the Soviet troops is larger after 1985 

(52%) than before (48%). News stories portraying the role 

of the Afghan government also appear more frequently after 

1985 (53.4%) than before 1985 (46.6%) . 

Hypothesis four predicted that after 1985 there 

would be a decline in the appearance of unfavorable themes 

relating to the threatening elements. Findings indicate 

that the hypothesis is supported in one area, the 

Intervention, and is partially supported for the other 
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four, the U.S.S.R., the Withdrawal, the Soviet troops, and 

the Afghanistan government. 

Table 21 
Frequency of news stories relating to the threatening 
elements. 

Before 1985 = 1979-1984 
After 1985 = 1985-1989 

Tables 22, 23, 24, 25 and 26 present the 

unfavorable themes relating to the threatening elements: 

the U.S.S.R., the Intervention, the Withdrawal, the Soviet 

troops, and the Afghanistan government. The one way chi- 

square was used to determine whether the frequency of 

appearance of the themes in the "Before 1985" (1979-1984) 

and "After 1985" (1985-1989) categories were significantly 

different. 

After 
1985 

N % 

96 33.3 

38 19.3 

69 53.5 

65 52.0 

87 53.4 

~hreatening Elements 

U.S.S.R. 

Intervention 

Withdrawal 

Soviet Troops 

Afghan government 

Before 
1985 

N % 

192 66.6 

159 80.7 

60 46.7 

60 48.0 

76 46.6 
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Unfavorable themes relatins to the U.S.S.R. 

Table 22 presents the frequency of appearance of 

unfavorable themes of the U.S.S.R. before and after 1985. 

The unfavorable theme of "aid to the Afghan governmenti1 

appears in 45% of the news stories relating to the Soviet 

Union (Table 14). However, this unfavorable theme appears 

in about the same number of stories before and after 1985. 

The theme "evil empire/bulliesW appears in 44.4 of the 

total number of news stories relating to the U.S.S.R. 

(Table 14). This theme appears less frequently after 1985 

(16.4%, x2 =57.8, df=l, p <.01). The unfavorable theme 

wcommunism  propagandist^^^ appears in 15.6% of the news 

stories concerning the Soviet Union (Table 14) and also 

decreases significantly from 84.4% before 1985 to 15.5 

percent after 1985 (x2=21.3, df=l, p <.01). Overall, 

Table 22 indicates that two out of three unfavorable 

themes relating to the Soviet Union appear significantly 

less often after 1985. 



Table 22 
Frequency of unfavorable themes relating to the U . S . S . R .  

N = 288 
** = p <.01 
Before 1985 = 1979-1984 
After 1985 = 1985-1989 

Before After 
1985 1985 
N % N % x2 df 

Unfavorable themes relatina to the ~ntervention 

Table 23 presents the frequency 'of appearance of 

the unfavorable themes relating to the Intervention before 

and after 1985. The theme that the intervention is an 

"action that should/being punished1' appears in 45.2% of 

the news stories portraying the intervention (Table 15) 

and appears almost entirely before 1985 (98.8%) than after 

1985 (1.1%, x2=84.1, df=l, p <.01). The theme of 

intervention as a "condemnatory/inexcusable actiont1 

appears in 34.5% of the news stories relating to the 

- 

Aid to the Afghan 
government 
(n=130) 

Evil 
empire/bullies 
(n=128) 

Communism 
propagandists 
(n=45) 

6550.0 

2116.4 

7 15.5 

65 50.0 

107 83.5 

38 84.4 

- 

57.8.. 

21.3.. 

1 

1 

1 
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Intervention (Table 15) and appears entirely before 1985 

(x2=68, df=l, p <. 01) . The frequency of appearance of the 

unfavorable theme of I1Soviet expansionismIU which appears 

in 27.4% of the news stories relating to the intervention 

(Table 15), also decreases significantly from 96.2% before 

1985 to 3.7% after 1985 (x2=26.2, p <.01). Similarly, the 

frequency of appearance of the theme llcommunist contr01,~~ 

which appears in 22.3% of the news stories concerning the 

intervention (Table 15), decreases significantly from 

81.8% before 1985 to 18.1 percent after 1985 (x2=17.8, p 

<.01). Overall Table 23 indicates that the unfavorable 

themes of the Intervention decrease significantly after 

1985. 



Table 23 
Frequency of unfavorable themes relating to the 
~ntervention. 

N = 197 
** = p <.01 
Before 1985 = 1979-1984 
After 1985 = 1985-1989 

Before After 
1985 1985 
N % N % x2 df 

Unfavorable themes relatina to the Withdrawal 

Table 24 presents the frequency of appearance of 

the.unfavorable themes of the withdrawal before and after 

1985. The unfavorable theme "external pressureut appears 

in 21.7% of the news stories relating to the withdrawal 

(Table 16) and the frequency of appearance decreases 

significantly from 77.4% before 1985 to 22.5% after 1985 

(x2=9.2, df=l, p <.01). The theme ItSoviet hostile towards 

Action should be/ 
being punished 
(n=89) 

Condemnatory/ 
inexcusable 
action 
(n=68) 

Soviet 
expansionism 
(n=54) 

Communist control 
(n=44) 

88 98.8 

68 100.0 

52 96.2 

36 81.8 

1 1.1 

- - 

2 3.7 

8 18.1 

8 4 . l** 

68. off 

26.2.. 

17.8** 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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withdrawalg1 appears in 21.7% of the news stories 

portraying this element (Table 16). The frequency of 

appearance of this theme also decreases significantly from 

85.7% before 1985 to 14.3% after 1985 (x2=14.2, df=l, p 

<.01). However, the frequency of appearance of the 

unfavorable theme of 'ISoviet ambiguous towards 

~ithdrawal,~ which appears in 15.5% of the news stories 

relating to the withdrawal (Table 16), increases 

significantly from 25% before 1985 to 75% after 1985 

(x2=5, df=l, p <.05). Overall, Table 24 reveals that the 

frequency of appearance of two of the three unfavorable 

themes relating to the Withdrawal decrease significantly 

after 1985. The frequency of appearance of one 

unfavorable theme increases significantly after 1985. 



Table 24 
Frequency of unfavorable themes relating to the 
Withdrawal. 

N = 129 
** = p < .01  
* = p c .05  
Before 1985 = 1979-1984 
A f t e r  1985 = 1985-1989 

Before A f t e r  
1985 1985 
N % N % x2 df  

Unfavorable themes r e l a t i n s  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  t r o o p s  

Table  25 p r e s e n t s  t h e  frequency of appearance of 

t h e  unfavorab le  themes r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  t r o o p s  

b e f o r e  and a f t e r  1985. The theme of t h e  S o v i e t  t r o o p s  

"no t  being r e s i s t a n c e  sympathizersff  appea r s  i n  21.1% of 

t h e  news s t o r i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  e lement  (Table  1 7 ) .  The 

frequency of  appearance of t h i s  theme d e c r e a s e s  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from 78.5% b e f o r e  1985 t o  21.4% a f t e r  1985 

(x2=9.2, d f = l ,  p < . 0 1 ) .  However, t h e  f requency of  

appearance of t h e  theme f f d i s g r u n t l e d  s o l d e r s I f 1  which 

9.2** 

14 .2**  

5.0* 

7 22.5 

4 14.3 

15 75.0 

Ex te rna l  p r e s s u r e  
(n=31) 

S o v i e t  h o s t i l e  
(n=28) 

S o v i e t  ambiguous 
(n=20) 

1 

1 

1 

24 77.4 

24 85.7 

5 25.0 
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appears in 7.2% of the news stories relating to the Soviet 

troops (Table 17), increases from 30% before 1985 to 70% 

after 1985. The increases was not found to be 

statistically significant. The theme of the Soviet troops 

I1containing Afghan deserters," which appears in three 

percent of the news stories relating to this element 

(Table 17) , appears entirely before 1985 (loo%, x2=4, 
df=l, p <.05). Overall, Table 25 indicates that two out 

of three unfavorable themes decreases significantly after 

1985. One unfavorable theme increases in frequency after 

1985, but the increases is not statistically significant. 



Table 25 
Frequency of unfavorable themes relating to the Soviet 
troops. 

N = 133 
* *  = p <.01 
* = p c.05 
Before 1985 = 1979-1984 
After 1985 = 1985-1989 

Before After 
1985 1985 
N % N % x2 df 

1 

1 

1 

Not resistance 
sympathizers 
(n=28) 

Disgruntled 
solders 
(n=lO) 

Contain Afghan 
deserters 
(n=4 ) 

6 21.4 

7 70.0 

- - 

22 78.5 

3 30.0 

4100.0 

9.2** 

1.6 

4.0~ 
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Unfavorable themes relatina to the Afshanistan government 

Table 26 presents the frequency of appearance of 

the unfavorable themes relating to the Afghan government 

before and after 1985. The frequency of appearance of the 

theme "Soviet backed/puppets,I1 which appears in 58.3% of 

news stories relating to this element (Table 18), 

increases from 46.3% before 1985 to 53.7 after 1985. The 

increases were not found to be statistically significant. 

The theme of the Afghan government "being attacked by the 

resistancem appears in 54.6% of the news stories 

portraying this element (Table 18). The frequency of 

appearance of this theme also increases from 41.5% before 

1985 to 62.9% after 1985, but the increases were not 

statistically significant. However, the frequency of 

appearance of the theme "weak government,I1 which appears 

in 21.5% of the news stories relating to this element 

(Table l8), increases significantly from 25.7% before 1985 

to 74.2% after 1985 (x2=8.2, df=l, p c.01). The frequency 

of appearance of the theme I1tyrants," which appears in 

14.7 percent of the news stories relating to the Afghan 

government (Table 18), decreases in frequency from 54.2% 

before 1985 to 45.8% after 1985. However, the decrease in 

frequency of appearance was not statistically significant. 

Overall, Table 26 reveals that of the four unfavorable 

themes relating to the Afghan government the frequency of 
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appearance of only one theme decreases after 1985, but the 

decrease is not statistically significant. The frequency 

of appearance of three unfavorable themes increase after 

1985, but the increase is statistically significant in 

only one case ("weak governmentt1) . 

Table 26 
Frequency of unfavorable themes relating to the 
Afghanistan government. 

N = 163 
** = p <.01 
Before 1985 = 1979-1984 
After 1985 = 1985-1989 

Before After 
1985 1985 
N % N % x2 df 

Soviet backed/ 
puppets 
(n=95) 

Attacked by the 
resistance 
(n=89) 

Weak government 
(n=35) 

Tyrants 
(n=24) 

44 46.3 

37 41.5 

9 25.7 

13 54.2 

51 53.7 

56 62.9 

26 74;2 

11 45.8 

0.5 

1.3 

8.2** 

0.2 

1 

1 

1 

1 



Appearance of News Sources 

Findings presented in Table 27 indicate that 

official sources of information contribute the bulk of 

information for the New York Times coverage of the 

Afghanistan issue. International officials (56.1%) and 

U.S. officials (45.4%) are the dominant sources of 

information. In comparison U.S.S.R. official news sources 

(22.0%) and Afghan official news sources (19.1%) appear 

only half as frequently. However, Afghan non official 

news sources (19.1%) appear as frequently as the Afghan 

official news sources. The U.S. non official news sources 

(8.2%) and U.S.S.R. non official news sources (4.1%) are 

almost negligible in comparison to their official 

counterparts. The U.S./Western wire services are used as 

news sources in 29.8% of the news stories, while non 

U.S./Western wire services appear in only 11.9% of the 

news stories. 



Table 27 
Frequency of appearance of news sources. 
From 1979-1980 

News Sources 
(N=3 19) 

International 
Officials/ 
Agencies 

U.S. 
Officials/ 
Agencies 

U.S./Western 
wire services 

Non 
U.S./Western 
wire services 

U.S.S.R. 
Officials/ 
Agencies 

Afghan 
Officials/ 
Agencies 

Afghan Non 
Officials 

N 

179 

144 

95 

% 

56.1 

45.4 

29.8 

70 

61 

61 

U.S.Non 
Officials 

U.S.S.R. 
Non 
Officials 

22.0 

19.1 

19.1 

26 

13 

8.2 

4.1 



Frequency o f  Themes r e l a t i n q  t o  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Context 

Table 28 presents the frequency of appearance of 

themes relating to the historical context. The theme 

"historical context11 appears most frequently (72.2%). In 

contrast, the themes ItAmints excessesn (27.8%) and 

"governed by monarchy" (5.6%) appear infrequently. The 

themes "unified state,It Itgoverned by rival ethnic 

leaders,I1 and "presence of autonomyn do not appear. 



Table 28 
Frequency of themes relating to the historical context. 
From 1979-1989 

THEME 
THEMES APPEARS 
N=18 N % 

Emphasis of appearance 

MINOR SIGNFT MAJOR 
N % N % N % 

History of 
conflict 

Amin s 
excesses 

Governed by 
monarchy 

Unified state 

Governed by 
ethnic 
leaders 

Presence of 
autonomy 

4 22.2 

2 11.1 

1 5 . 6  

- - 

- - 

- - 

13 72.2 

5  27.8 

1 5 . 6  

- - 

- - 

- - 

7 38.9 

1 5 . 6  

- - 

- - 

- - 

- - 

2 11.1 

2 11.1 

- - 

- - 

- - 

- - 



Chapter 6 

SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION 

Working under the frame work of Herman and 

Chomskyls (1988) propaganda theory, the study examined 

U.S. media support of the U.S. political elite group 

interests. It examined the tone and thematic attention 

and emphasis of The New York Times coverage of the Soviet 

invasion of and withdrawal from Afghanistan. Structural 

dependencies that exist between the media, the political 

system, and society (the interdependent small group 

structure of the media-political elites and the presence 

of a pervasive anti-communism ideology) directed the 

research questions and hypotheses. 

The time frame for the study was the period 

between 1979 and 1989. The post-1985 period has seen a 

restructuring of relationships between the U.S. and the 

Soviet Union, to secure friendship and cooperation. Thus, 

the study ascertained if this factor was reflected in the 

tone and the thematic attention of The New York Times 

coverage of the Afghanistan issue. 



Nine major elements were isolated to guide the 

study: the U.S.S.R., the Soviet troops, the U.S., the 

Afghan government, the Afghan resistance, the Afghan 

civilians, the U.N. negotiations, the Intervention, and 

the Withdrawal. Based on Herman and Chomskyts (1988) 

propaganda model these elements were also defined as being 

threatening or non-threatening to political elite 

interests. The threatening elements were the U.S.S.R., 

the Intervention, the Withdrawal, the Soviet troops, the 

Afghan government. The non-threatening elements were the 

U.S., the Afghan resistance, the Afghan civilians, and the 

U.N. negotiations. The study focuses on the tone and the 

thematic attention of the non-threatening and threatening 

elements in the news stories. 

Overall, the study finds support for the 

propaganda model's prediction that news coverage will be 

supportive of political elite interests. Hypothesis one 

which stated that news portrayals of the non-threatening 

elements would be positive in tone was supported. 

Hypothesis two which stated that news portrayals of the 

threatening elements would be negative was supported by 

four of the five threatening elements. The only exception 

was the Withdrawal, whose score (3.82) was located at the 



109 

neutral point of the seven point scale; probably an 

indication of the more favorable coverage of this element. 

Hypothesis three, which predicted that after 1985 

the tone of the threatening elements would be less 

negative in the newspaper coverage, was supported. Themes 

defined as favorable to the U.S. political elite group 

interests predominated. In addition, coverage of non- 

threatening elements also contained more favorable than 

unfavorable themes. Two of the five threatening elements 

(the U.S.S.R. and the Intervention), however, were more 

likely to be described by unfavorable themes than 

favorable themes. Mixed results were found for the 

Withdrawal, the Soviet troops, and the Afghan government. 

Hypothesis four, which predicted that there would 

be a decline in the frequency of appearance of unfavorable 

themes for the threatening elements after 1985, was 

supported by one of the five threatening elements (the 

Intervention). Mixed results were found for the other 

elements (U.S.S.R., the Withdrawal, the Soviet troops, and 

the Afghan government). 

While two of the three unfavorable themes relating 

to the Soviet Union decreased in frequency after 1985, the 
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unfavorable theme of the Soviet Union as a "donor of aid 

to the Afghan government" appeared equally before and 

after 1985. It was noticed that before the withdrawal 

period, stories often censured the Soviet Union for their 

military, intelligence, and economic aid to the Afghan 

government. The news stories during the later years, 

however, were less condemnatory, thus revealing a decrease 

in the negative tone of the Soviet Union after 1985. 

Two of the three unfavorable themes relating to 

the Withdrawal: IfSoviet hostile towards withdrawalff and 

"Withdrawal due to external pressuren decreased in 

appearance after 1985. However, the theme "Soviet 

ambiguous toward withdrawalft increased from 30 percent 

before 1985 to 70 percent after 1985. 

Concrete negotiations of the withdrawal were 

initiated by the Soviet's after 1985. Thus this indicates 

a change in the threatening implications of the Withdrawal 

and is reflected in the decrease of the unfavorable theme 

IfSoviet hostile towards withdrawalw after 1985. It could 

imply that since the strong theme of "Soviets hostile 

toward withdrawalff decreased in appearance, a "toned downw 

reflection of overriding anti-communism ideology is 
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expressed in the increase of the unfavorable theme ttSoviet 

ambiguous toward withdrawal.It 

While two unfavorable themes relating to the 

Soviet troops, Itnot resistance sympathizerst1 and Itcontain 

Afghan deserters," appear less frequently after 1985, the 

theme "disgruntled solders" appears more frequently after 

1985. The portrayal of Soviet troops disgruntled about 

their deployment on Afghan soil support U.S. political 

interests. Thus, the increase in appearance of this theme 

reflects the newspaperts portrayal of a real world event 

favorable to political elite interests. However, stories 

tend to be empathetic in nature, reflecting a decrease in 

the negative tone of stories mentioning the Soviet troops 

after 1985. 

The findings relating to the Afghan government 

were mixed. Of the four unfavorable themes only one, the 

Afghan government defined as IttyrantsItt decreased in 

appearance after 1985. This decrease, however, was not 

statistically significant. The other three unfavorable 

themes defining the Afghan government as ItSoviet 

puppets/backedIn as "attacked by the resistanceItt and as a 

"weak governmentm increased in appearance after 1985. The 
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increase was statistically significant, however, for only 

one theme - Itweak government." 

An interpretation of these contrary findings is 

that the Afghan government and the Afghan resistance had 

different implications for the political elites after 

1985. Divested of the Soviet economic and military 

backing by a determined Soviet withdrawal from 

Afghanistan, the Kabul government was no longer 

threatening. Thus, there was an increase in the 

appearance of the theme "weak governmentw after 1985. 

While the Afghan resistance increased their 

onslaught on the Afghan government, predictions of a quick 

resistance takeover underrated the deep divisions between 

fundamentalists and tribal elements in the resistance 

groups. Concerns were expressed that the Afghan 

resistance groups, who had remained loosely united by 

hatred for the Soviets, might turn against each other if 

the Afghan government fell. Thus, the U.S. backed Afghan 

resistance, as an alternative regime that could hold its 

own and install peace, was not viable. 

The disenchantment of the political elites with 

the role of the Afghan resistance after 1985 is also 
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reflected in the tone of the newspaper portrayal. The 

tone of the articles mentioning the Afghan resistance 

decreased significantly from 4.98 before 1985 to 3.87 

after 1985 (Table 9, t=4.7, df=148, p <.01). 

The frequency of appearance of the unfavorable 

theme of the Afghan government as "Soviet puppets/backedu 

also increased from 4 6 . 3  percent before 1985 to 53.7 after 

1985: the increase, however, was not statistically 

significant. Nevertheless while earlier articles (pre- 

1985) used the stronger definitions of the Afghan 

government as "Soviet puppetsw news stories during the 

later period used the weaker definition of "Soviet 

backed/supportedgt. This change was probably reflected in 

the decrease in the negative tone of the stories 

mentioning the Afghan government after 1985. 

The trend analysis revealed that unfavorable news 

coverage of the threatening elements was most predominant 

during the aggressive act of the enemy (the Intervention). 

Those news sources defined as favorable to political elite 

interests were used more frequently. Moreover the 

historical context, whose depiction was defined as non- 

supportive of political elite interests, did not receive 

predominant coverage. 
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Thus, the study finds support for the propaganda 

model's demarcation of news portrayals of elements 

contingent on the threatening/non-threatening implications 

these elements have for political elite interests. The 

more favorable coverage, after 1985, of the elements 

defined as threatening to the political elite group seems 

to be related to changes in the implications these 

elements have for political elite interests. More 

specifically since the Soviet Union and the aggressive act 

of the Intervention do not continue to threaten political 

elite interests after 1985, there was a favorable shift in 

the tone and thematic attention of the newspaper coverage 

of these elements. 

The study expands on Herman and Chomsky's (1988) 

propaganda model by using a longitudinal analysis. The 

examination of the news coverage over the eleven year 

period delineates a news pattern that adjusts itself to 

changes in the implications of the threateninglnon- 

threatening elements for the political elites. 

The study also questions the relevance of 

appraising news coverage based on an anti-communism 

ideology. In the U.S., anti-communism has been a potent 

and pervasive ideology and evidence of political and media 
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support of this ideology span decades. However, the 

political accommodation of the superpowers after 1985 

suggests that the shift towards favorable news coverage of 

the Soviet Union after 1985 reflects a weakening of 

institutionalized anti-communism ideology. 

Limitations of the Investiqation 

There were several limitations of this research. 

Herman and Chomsky's (1988) propaganda model suggested 

that the Withdrawal be classified as a threatening 

element. The tone and the thematic attention of the 

Withdrawal, however, was favorable after 1985 and this 

element also received favorable news coverage before 1985. 

Thus, questions can be raised about the validity of 

classifying the Withdrawal as a threatening element. A 

more viable alternative would have been to study this 

element on its own. 

Questions can also be raised about whether the 

favorable portrayal of the Soviet Union after 1985 is an 

aftermath of the positive act of the withdrawal process or 

an overall reflection of the improved relationship between 

the U.S. and the Soviet Union. Analysis of the news 

coverage, through a break down in the time frame more 

closely related to the withdrawal period, would be one way 

to determine this factor. 
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Since the study was predominantly descriptive in 

nature the coding categories assessing the 

favorable/unfavorable themes characterizing the elements 

were not designed to be mutually exclusive. Thus, the 

overall frequency of appearance of themes could only be 

assessed by using the less sophisticated statistical 

device of frequency distributions. 

Suacrestions for Future Research 

The study can be expanded by delineating a 

relationship between the news coverage of the issue and 

the expressed policy of the U.S. political elites, 

determined through official releases and publications, 

towards the issue. Thus, the influence of the political 

elites on the media agenda can be more specifically 

detailed. 

Questions can be asked about whether the anti- 

communism ideology that invoked a strong trend of news 

patterns, can be obliterated or even replaced. Research 

designs which compare media coverage of the threatening 

acts of the Communist systems with the non-threatening 

acts of the Communist systems would provide some answers. 

The anti-communism ideology has been a potent 

influence on news patterns. It would be interesting to 
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note if future research can delineate equally compelling 

news patterns influenced by the newer "enemies" of the 

political elites. 

Overall, the study found support for the 

propaganda model's prediction that news coverage of issues 

would be dependent on the implications they contain for 

the political elites. News coverage was favorable to 

elements defined as non-threatening to the political 

elites and unfavorable to elements defined as threatening 

to the political elites. The elements defined as 

threatening to the U.S. political elites were portrayed 

more favorably after 1985. This shift in the news 

coverage is attributed to the change in the implications 

these elements have for the political elites after 1985. 



APPPENDIX A 

RECORDING INSTRUMENT 



RECORDING INSTRUMENT 

1-2. In what year did this article appear? 
Code the last two digits (e.g. code 7,9 for 1979). 

3-4. In what month did this article appear? 
Code two digits (e.g. code 0,6 for June). 

5-6. On what day did this article appear? 
Code two digits (e.g. code 0,l for the first day 
of the month). 

Check whichever applies 
Priority of the article: 
0 - Not Applicable 
1 - News article is placed on the front page of 

first section 
2 - News article is placed on the front page of 

later sections 
3 - News article is placed on pages 2,3,4,5,6 of 

the first section 
4 - News article is placed on 2,3,4,5,6 of later 

sections 
5 - News article is placed on the end of the front 

section (6-N) 
6 - News article is placed on the end of later 

sections (6-N) 
7 - News article is placed on the editorial page 

8. Check whichever applies 
0 - Not Applicable 
1 - News Analysis 
2 - News Report 
3 - Articles dealing with the Olympics 
4 - Other 



Read the article carefully. Examine the 
interpretation of the elements presented below. Then rate 
the coverage of these elements on the seven point scale. 
Seven on the scale represents positive coverage of the 
element, and one represents negative coverage. Code in 
the digit that best explains your interpretation of the 
general tone of the concerned element. (code absolute 
numbers only. For e. g. code 2, and not 2.5, or 2.6 
etc. ) . 
9 General tone of coverage of the U.S. 

10 General tone of coverage of the U.S.S.R. 

11 General tone of coverage of the Soviet troops. 

12 General tone of coverage of the Afghan resistance. 

13 General tone of coverage of the Afghanistan 
government. 

14 General tone of coverage of the Afghanistan civilians. 

15 General tone of coverage of the Soviet intervention. 

16 General tone of coverage of the Soviet withdrawal. 



17 General tone of coverage of the U.N. negotiations. 

Read the article carefully. Isolate the theme 
that characterizes the elements listed below. Code the 
representation of the theme in relation to the scale 
provided. 0 on the scale is the ''not applicablew digit, 
to be used if the theme is not present in the article. 1 
is the key for minor, 2 the key for significant, and 3 is 
the key for major representation of the theme in the 
article. Whether the concerned element covered in the 
article is coded by the not applicable ( O ) ,  and the 
applicable (1) digits. 

CHARACTERIZATION 
18)U.S.S.R. 

19)Evil empire/bullies 
2 0) Peace keepers 
21)Communism supporters 
22)Communism propagandists 
23)Donor of military and economic aid to the 

Afghanistan government 

24)U.S. 
25)Democracy/global harmony supporters 
26)Capitalists/imperialists 
27)Military/economic aid supplier to the 

resistance 
28)Challengedlthreatened super power 

29)Afqhanistan Resistance 
30)Fanatics/Islamic fundamentalists 
3 1) Heroic freedom fighters 
32)Disorganized, conflicting rival groups 

33)Afshanistan Government 
34)~egitimate/fair/amiable governors 
35)communist puppets1Soviet backed 
3 6) Tyrants 
37)Weak, based on a shaky ground 
38)Attacked by anti-government resistance 



39)Afqhanistan civilians 
40)Sovietlregime opposers 
4 1) Resistance supporters 
42) Soviet supporters 
43)Supporters of a non-aligned coalition 

government 
44)Supporters of the Islamic fundamentalists 
45)Trapped between the Soviet's and the resistance 
46)Ambivalent grouplsitting on the sidelines 

47)Intervention 
48)Restore order 
49) Communist control 
50) Expansion of Soviet Empire 
51)Justifiablelasked to intervene 
52)A condemnatory, inexcusable action 
53)Action should be/ being punished by external 

pressure 

54) Withdrawal 
55)will be/.is due to external pressure 
56) Glasnost enlightenment 
57)Internal changelpressure (economic, social) 
58)Dragging heels 
59)Winding up speedily 
60)Not complete, Soviet involvement still present 
61)Not complete, U.S. involvement still present 
62)Soviets hostile towards withdrawal 
63)Soviets amenable towards withdrawal 
6 4.) Ambiguous 

65) U. N. neqotiations 
66) Peace keepers 
67) Meddlers 
68) Weak 

69) Historical context 
70)Nation with a history of conflict 
71) Unified state 
72)A nation governed by warringlrival ethnic and 

tribal leaders 
73)A nation governed by the monarchy 
74)A state which had the presence of substantial 

autonomy for both the monarchy, and the 
triballethnic leaders 

75)Intervention preceded by the excesses of Amin 



76) Soviet Troops 
77)Disgruntled solders 
78) Soviet patriots 
79)Sympathetic towards the resistance 
80)Not sympathetic towards the resistance 
81)Just carrying out their job 
82)Contain Afghan recruits 
83)Contain Afghan deserters 

Using the list of elements given below, code the 
numbers of three main elements covered in the article 
according to their importance. You are also asked to code 
the most predominant theme that characterizes the relevant 
element. Refer to the previous sections of the instrument 
to code the digit of the most predominant theme that 
characterizes the element. Code in the digit 0 if any 
category is not applicable. 

List of elements 
l)U.S.S.R. (presented in sections 119-23) 
2)U.S. (presented in sections 25-28) 
3)Afghan resistance (presented in sections 30-32) 
4)Afghan government (presented in sections 34-38) 
5)Afghan civilians (presented in sections 40-46) 
6)Intervention (presented in sections 48-53) 
7)Withdrawal (presented in sections 55-64) 
8)U.N. negotiations (presented in sections 66-68) 
9)Historical context (presented in sections 70-75) 
10)Soviet troops (presented in sections 77-84) 

84-85)The most important element discussed in the article 
86-87)The most predominant theme of the element 

88-89)The second most important element discussed in the 
article 

90-91)The most predominant theme of the element 

92-93)The third most important element discussed in the 
article 

94-95)The most predominant theme of the element 



Code the number of the news sources attributed to the 
categories provided below. Official news are defined as 
those originating from the concerned government, or 
representative of the government. Non official news 
sources are those originating from persons or 
organizations not formally connected to the concerned 
government. 

96) U. S. officials, agencies 
97)Afghanistan officials, agencies 
98)U.S.S.R. officials, agencies 
99)U.S. non officials 
100)U.S.S.R. non officials 
101)Afghanistan non officials 
102)International officials, agencies 
103)U.S./western wire services (includes A.P., U.P.I., 

Reuters, and the Agence-France-Presse) 
104)Non U.S./western wire services (includes Soviet & 

Afghan wire services) 
105)Other (for example. guest columnist) 
106)N.Y.T. correspondent 
107)Column Size 1)Small 2)Medium 3)Long 4)Not 

Applicable 



APPENDIX B 

THEMES DEFINED AS FAVORABLE/VNFAVORABLE 
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Themes favorable to the U.8. political elite interests. 

1. U.S./democracy, global harmony supporters. 

2. U.S/donor of military and economic aid to the Afghan 

resistance. 

3. U.S.S.R./evil empire, bullies. 

4. U.S.S.R./Communism propagandists. 

5. U.S.S.R./donor of military and economic aid to the 

Afghan government. 

6. Afghan resistance/heroic freedom fighters. 

7. Afghan civilians/Soviet, regime opposers. 

8. Afghan civilians/resistance supporters. 

9. U.N. negotiations/peacekeepers. 

10. InterventionIan action that should be, is being 

punished. 

11. Intervention/condemnatory, inexcusable action. 

12. Intervention/Soviet expansionism. 

13. Intervention/Communist control. 

14. ~ithdrawal/Soviets hostile. 

15. Withdrawal/Soviets ambiguous. 

16. Withdrawal/Soviets dragging heels. 

17. Withdrawal/is, will be due to external (international 

economic and diplomatic sanctions) pressure. 

18. ~ithdrawal/Soviet involvement still present after 

withdrawal. 



Afghan government/Communist puppets, Soviet 

backed. 

Afghan governmentlweak, based on shaky grounds. 

Afghan governmentltyrants. 

Afghan governmentlattacked by the resistance. 

Soviet troops/disgruntled solders. 

Soviet troops/not resistance sympathizers. 

Soviet troopslcontain Afghan deserters. 

Themes unfavorable to the U.8 ~olitical elite interests. 

1. U.S./capitalists, imperialists. 

2. U.S./challenged, threatened super power. 

3. U.S.S.R./peace keepers. 

4. U.S.S.R/Communism supporters. 

5. Afghan resistance/fanatics, Islamic fundamentalists. 

6. Afghan resistance/disorganized, conflicting groups. 

7. Afghan civilians/trapped (between the Soviets and the 

resistance) group. 

8. Afghan civilians/Soviet supporters. 

9. U.N. negotiations/weak, avoids (avoids placing Moscow 

in the wrong). 

10. U.N./meddlers. 

11. Intervention/Soviet intervened to restore order. 

12. ~ntervention/justifiable, Soviets asked to intervene. 

13. ~ithdrawal1Soviets amenable. 
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14. Withdrawallwinding up speedily (on time). 

15. Withdrawal1U.s. presence still present after 

withdrawal. 

16. Withdrawal/will be,is due to internal (social, 

economic) pressure or change. 

17. Soviet troops/patriots. 

18. Soviet troops/contain Afghan recruits. 

19. Soviet troops/just carrying out their jobs. 

20. Soviet troops/resistance sympathizers. 

Themes relatinq to the non threateninq elements. 

1. U.S. 

Favorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the U.S. as supporters of democracy/global 

harmony and as a donor of military and economic aid to the 

Afghan resistance. 

Unfavorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the U.S. as capitalists/imperialists and as the 

challengedlthreatened super power. 

2. Afghan Resistance. 

Favorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the resistance as heroic freedom fighters. 

Unfavorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the resistance as fanatics/Islamic 



fundamentalists; and as disorganized/conflicting groups. 

3. Afghan Civilians. 

Favorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the Afghan civilians as Soviet/regime opposers 

and as resistance supporters. 

Unfavorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the Afghan civilians as a trapped group and as 

Soviet supporters. 

4 .  U.N. negotiations. 

Favorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the role of the U.N. as peace keepers. 

Unfavorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the U.N. as weak; and as meddlers. 

Themes relatinq to the threateninq elements. 

1 . U . S . S . R .  

Favorable themes: This category include themes that 

identify the U.S.S.R. as peace keepers; and as Communism 

supporters. 

Unfavorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the U.S.S.R. as evil empires/bullies; as 

Communist propagandists; and as a donor of military and 

economic aid to the Afghan government. 



2. Intervention. 

Favorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the Soviet intervention as a justifiable 

actionlsoviet Union was asked to intervene; and that the 

Soviets intervened to restore order. 

Unfavorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the intervention as an action that should be 

punishedlor is being punished; as a condemnatory and 

inexcusable action; as an indication of Soviet 

expansionism; and as a form of communist control. 

4 .  Withdrawal. 

Favorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the Soviets as being amenable toward that 

withdrawal; and as winding up speedily; due to internal 

changelpressure; and as U.S. involvement still present 

after the withdrawal. 

Unfavorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the Soviets as being hostile toward withdrawal; 

as being ambiguous; and dragging heels. It also includes 

themes that state that the withdrawal will belis due to 

external pressure and that the Soviet involvement is still 

present after the withdrawal. 



4. Afghanistan government. 

Favorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the Afghan government as fair/amiable/legitimate. 

Unfavorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the Afghan government as Communist puppets/Soviet 

backed; as tyrants; as weak and based on a shaky ground; 

and as being attacked by the Afghan resistance. 

5. Soviet troops. 

Favorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the Soviet troops as patriots, as recruiting 

Afghans, as just carrying out their jobs, and as 

sympathizers of the Afghan resistance. 

Unfavorable themes: This category includes themes that 

identify the Soviet troops as disgruntled solders, as not 

being sympathetic towards the resistance, and as 

containing Afghan recruits who desert the troops. 

Themes relatinq to the historical context. 

This category includes themes that delineated the 

conflict ridden history of Afghanistan, presented the 

excesses of the deposed leader Amin, identified the role 

of the warring ethnic leaders, isolated the presence of 

monarchy or autonomy prior to the Soviet intervention or 

identified Afghanistan as an unified state. 



APPENDIX C 

RELIABILITY LEVELS 







Reliability levels based on percentile agreement. 

Reliability Levels 

Appearance of Historical 
context 

History of conflict 

Appearance of Soviet troops 

Disgruntled Solders 

Soviet patriots 

Not rebel sympathizers 

Contain Afghan recruits 

Contain Afghan deserters 

U.S. Officials 

Afghan Officials 

Soviet officials 

U.S. non Officials 

Afghan non Officials 

International Sources 

.90 

.82 

.89 

.82 

1.0 

.89 

1.0 

.80 

.92 

1.0 

.93 

.66 

.95 

.88 

Soviet dragging heels 

Soviet troops/rebel 
sympathizers 

Soviet troops/just carrying 
out jobs 

Soviet non-officials 

Historical context/Zminls 
excesses 

87 

97 

95 

98 

86 



APPENDIX D 

FREQUENCY OF THEMEB DEFINED AS SUPPORTIVE/ 

NON-SUPPORTIVE OF U.8. POLITICAL ELITES 



Themes supportivelnon supportive of U.S. media-political 
elites. 

THEMES 

1. U.S.S.R./aid to the Afghan 
government 

2. U.S.S.R./evil empire, bullies 

3. Afghan government1Soviet puppets, 
backed 

4. Afghan governmentlattacked by the 
resistance 

5. Interventionlaction is being, 
should be punished 

6. Intervention/condemnatory, 
inexcusable action 

7. U.S.1 aid to the resistance 

8. U.S./democracy supporters 

9. Afghan resistance/heroic fighters 

10. InterventionISoviet expansionism 

11. WithdrawallSoviet amenable 

12. U.S.S.R./Communism propagandists 

13. Intervention/Communist control 

14. Afghan civilians/Soviet, regime 
opposers 

15. Afghan governmentlweak 

16. U.S./challenged, threatened 

N* % 

130 40.8 

128 40.1 

95 29.8 

89 27.9 

89 27.9 

68 21.3 

66 20.7 

56 17.5 

55 17.2 

54 16.9 

46 14.4 

45 14.1 

44 13.8 

39 12.2 

35 10.9 

32 10 

S/NS 

S 

S 

S 

S 

S 

S 

S 

S 

S 

S 

NS 

S 

S 

S 

S 

NS 



THEMES 

17. Withdrawal/will be, due to 
external pressure 

18. U.N./peace keepers 

19. Afghan resistance/fanatics, 
fundamentalists 

20. U.S.S.R./Communism supporters 

21. Withdrawal/Soviet hostile 

22. Soviet troops/not resistance 
sympathizers 

23. Afghan government/tyrants 

24. Withdrawal/Soviet ambiguous 

25. Afghan resistance/conflicting 
groups 

26. U.S./capitalists, imperialists 

27. U.S.S.R./peace keepers 

28. Intervention/justifiable, asked 
to intervene 

29. Intervention/restore order 

30. Withdrawallwinding up speedily 

31. Afghan civilians/resistance 
supporters 

32. Withdrawalldue to internal 
change, 

pressure 

33. Soviet troopslpatriots 

N* % 

31 9.8 

30 9.4 

28 8.8 

28 8.8 

28 8.8 

28 8.8 

24 7.5 

20 6.3 

19 5.9 

16 5.0 

16 5.0 

' 12 3.8 

11 3.4 

11 3.4 

11 3.4 

10 3.1 

10 3.1 

SINS 
'C 

S 

S 

NS 

NS 

S 

S 

S 

S 

NS 

NS 

NS 

NS 

NS 

NS 

S 

NS 

NS 



N = 319, coder was allowed to categorize multiple 
themes 

S = Supportive of U.S. media-political elite 
interests 

NS = Non supportive of U.S. media-political elite 
interests 

THEMES 

34. Soviet troops/disgruntled solders 

35. Soviet troops/contain Afghan 
recruits 

36. Afghan civilians/trapped group 

37. Withdrawal/U.S. still involved 

38. Soviet troops/just carrying out 
their jobs - 

39. Afghan civilians/Soviet 
supporters 

40. Withdrawal/Soviet still involved 

41. Soviet troops/contain Afghan 
deserters 

42. U.N./weak 

43. Withdrawal/Soviet dragging heels 

44. Soviet troops/resistance 
sympathizers 

45. U.N./meddlers 

N* % 

10 3.1 

9 2.8 

9 2.8 

8 2.5 

6 1.8 

6 1.8 

5 1.6 

4 1.2 

4 1.2 

3 0.9 

2 0.6 

1 0.3 

SINS 

S 

NS 

NS 

NS 

NS 

NS 

S 

S 

NS 

S 

NS 

NS 
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